‘For God so loved the 
world...’ - pages 10 and 11 






SWINGING through the jungle (or rather Charlbury Vicarage 
garden) is one of the 60 children who flocked to the jungle 
themed holiday club at St Mary’s Church, Charlbury this 
Summer. For a full report and more pictures of all of the jungle 
fun at the club, turn to page seven. _____________ 



photos by David Labett 
and Annette Allmark. 



Hanging out in Charlbury 
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Riot response 



By Jo Duckies 

CHRISTIANS have a role to play 
in preventing riots like those that 
caused mayhem in London, the 
Midlands and the North of 
England last week, says former 
Police Chief Lord Blair of 
Houghton. 

Extra police were deployed in 
areas of the Diocese as a 
deterrent to those likely to start 
copycat riots after arson attacks 
and looting and rioting shocked 
the nation. 

Everywhere people reeled 
from the shock of seeing 
television images of children as 
young as eight smashing up 
shops to steal clothes, electrical 
goods, alcohol and cigarettes 
and setting fire to homes and 
businesses in the capital and 
beyond. 

Churches called for prayers to 
be said for peace in our 
communities and the Church of 
England published a prayer as a 
response to the violence. 

The former Metropolitan 
Police Commissioner, Lord Blair, 
who is now a member of the 
Oxford Diocese’s Bishops’ 
Council and has roles within 
criminal justice charities, said: 
“Criminality on this scale is 
utterly unacceptable. However, 
behind that refusal to accept 
such behaviour comes the 
comment by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury that the seeking of 
explanations is not the same as 
the provision of excuses.” 

Lord Blair went on: “There 
can be no doubt that there is, as 



all churches know, a strata in 
many communities who have no 
purchase on society, poor skills, 
especially concerning parenting, 
and little hope. 

“These are Christ’s sheep and 
Christians do and must reach 
out to them with understanding 
and giving, understanding that, 
in part, they represent a mirror 
image of greed and undeserved 
fame in other parts of our world. 

“Wonderful organisations such 
as Street Pastors are the place to 
start or increase that 
involvement and that charity.” 

Street Pastors are established 
across the Diocese in Oxford 
Reading, Wallingford, Witney, 
Wantage and Abingdon, and a 
similar scheme - Street Angels in 
High Wycombe. They work 
alongside police and other 
emergency services and patrol 
the streets at night offering a 
helping hand and a listening ear 
to those who may be the worse 
for drink or drugs, or simply 
need some help. 

The Revd Kathryn Bracewell, 
Minister at New Road Baptist 
Church in Oxford and Chair of 
Oxford Street Pastors, said: 
“Being with people at that time 
of night is liberating and 
challenging. There is a 
vulnerability to some of the 
people we meet and that’s often 
masked in various ways. Street 
Pastors in Oxford are enjoying 
doing their best to pray for and 
promote peace in our city, and 
to meet people where they are.” 

Police chaplains were being 
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PURE COTTON 
DUVET COVERS 

Soft & sumptuous 



Craft 

block- from 

prliitlUg BANGLADESH 



• Choose «Quad» design 
Blue or Brown 

• ...Or «Jangala» design 
Pale pink or Pale grey 



• EXTRA-LARGE 

( Kingsize ) 225x220cm /q 

including 2 plain pillowcases £ 0 / 



• DOUBLE 

200x200cm pa 

including 2 plain pillowcases £ 3 # 



• SINGLE 

200x1 35cm 

including I plain pillowcase £ 3 # 



STOP BY AT OUR OUTLET SHOP 
ONTHEA44 IN WOODSTOCK OR 

LET US DELIVER FOR £3.50 PER ORDER 
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Prayer (^reflection 




Edward Carter explores how 
the quirkiness of this Van 
Gogh painting reflects how 
we can see God in daily life. 

I saw ‘Prisoners Exercising’ at a Van 
Gogh exhibition in London many 
years ago, although it is owned by 
the Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts 
in Moscow. I don’t particularly 
remember any others from what must 
have been a wonderful art collection 
but I do recall quite vividly standing in 
front of this painting for a long time. 

This picture is not one of Van Gogh’s 
more famous creations. It lay hidden in 
a country which was for many years 
suspicious of certain kinds of art. He 
painted it when in prison himself, 
although he had gone there voluntarily 
as a patient. 

Only one figure in the picture is not 
wearing a hat, and you are drawn 
immediately to him. It’s hard even to 
begin looking at the other characters. 

He bears a striking resemblance to the 
artist, and his despair is apparent. The 
drab figures in the forlorn circle, whose 
hats seem to press down on them, blend 
in with the floor and the lower walls. 

The straight lines resonate with the 
oppressiveness that he felt he faced in 
life. The three characters at the right 
foreground also wear hats, but these 
speak of the hierarchical structures of 
society. Although there is some variety of 
colour in this part of the picture, the 
tones are still dull and cold. It is only 
slightly above the middle of the painting 
that the colours become warmer. Above 
this there is a pleasing asymmetry about 




The Exercise Yard, or The Convict Prison, 1 890 (oil on canvas) by Gogh, 
Vincent van (1 853-90) Pushkin Museum, Moscow, Russia/The Bridgeman Art Library 



the position of the windows and the line 
of the walls. Barely noticeable are two 
butterflies, flying upwards and towards 
the brightest patch. For me, this picture 
is a parable of what life can feel like. 

Our circumstances can make us feel 
like prisoners, locked in by our 
obligations and others’ expectations. We 
look out with a yearning that things 
might be different, but somehow our 
feet keep on treading around in the 
same circle. The structures of society 
hold us in place. The truth is that in a 
fallen world we need rules to preserve 
order and prevent anarchy. This 
orderliness gives us space to repent, and 
stops us from being overwhelmed by our 
failings. This repentance allows us to 
look up and see the warmth and hope of 
a different kind of kingdom. We 
suddenly recognise the drab nature of 
life without God, and we look hopefully 
at the butterflies’ freedom. And 
perhaps, we look again at our daily lives. 
We recognise how they are shot through 
with signs of God’s grace. 

We notice again how creation itself 
reflects the glory of God, even though 
the power of sin is very real. This divine 
glory is reflected not in the orderly 
circle of prisoners, but in the quirky, 
warm asymmetry of the walls and 
windows. It is a glory that arises from the 
peace and harmony which can only 
come from God. The gospels teach us 
that we must be ‘in the world but not of 
the world.’ For me, the central figure 
doesn’t quite manage to achieve this 
aspiration. He is stuck too firmly in this 
world of troubles. But the signs of 
another kingdom are there to see. 

The Revd Edward Carter is Priest-in- 
Charge at All Saints, Didcot. 



September prayer diary compiled by John Manley 



(The fallowing is for guidance only, please feel 1 ' free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries,.) 



Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for: 

THU 1: Cholsey & Moulsford: clergy 
Andrew Petit, Val Gibbons. 

FRI 2: The Churn: clergy Jason St John 
Nicolle, Geoffrey Borrowdale, Louise 
Butler. Blewbury Endowed (VC) & 
Hagbourne (VC) Schools. 

SAT 3: Didcot All Saints & Ladygrove 
Conventional District: clergy Karen Beck, 
Allen Edwards, Hugh Boorman; LLMs 
Nick Hards, Stuart Roberts. Didcot All 
Saints (VA) School. 

MON 5: Didcot St Peter: clergy Edward 
Carter, Joy Carter; LLMs Fran Childs, 
Jenny Loder. Didcot Northbourne (VA) 
School. 

TUE 6: Harwell with Chilton: clergy 
Jonathan Mobey, Pam Rolls; LLM Steve 
Ward. 

WED 7: Wallingford: clergy David Rice, 
Jeremy Goulstone, Jim Spence, Janice 
Chilton. Crowmarsh Gifford (VC), 
Brightwell Cum Sotwell (VC), Wallingford 
St Nicholas (VC) Schools. 

THU 8: Blenheim team: clergy Adrian 
Daffern, Andrew Parkinson, Sr Anne 
Proudley, Shaun Henson, David Muston, 
Stephen Pix, Brian Wood. Bladon (VC), 
Woodstock (VC), Woodstock 
Marlborough (VC) Schools. 

FRI 9: Eynsham & Cassington: clergy 
Morey Andrews, Andrew Atherstone, 
David Salter, Roger Aston. Cassington St 
Peter’s (VA) School. 

SAT 10: Hanborough & Freeland: clergy 



David Tyler, Jackie Gardner, Peter Ball, Sr 
Mary Britt; LLMs Clive Berry, Hugh 
Dalton; pastoral assistants John Fox, Peter 
Langley. Long Hanborough (VC) & 
Freeland (VC) Schools. 

MON 12: Steeple Aston, North Aston & 
Tackley: clergy Mark Clavier. Steeple 
Aston Dr Radcliffe (VA) & Tackley (VC) 
Schools. 

TUE 13: Stonesfield with Combe Longa: 

clergy Roy Turner. Combe (VC) School. 

WED 14: Westcote Barton with Steeple 
Barton, Duns Tew and Sandford St 
Martin: clergy Graeme Arthur. 

THU 15: Wooton with Glympton and 
Kiddington: clergy Stephen Jones; LLM 
Jenny Wagstaffe. Wootton-by- 
Woodstock (VA) School. 

FRI 16: Flackwell Heath: clergy 
Christopher Bull, Martin Courtney, 

Graham Hartnell, Jill Roth; LLM Sue 
Simpson; youth/children’s worker Ellie 
Wartew 

SAT 17: Great Marlow with Marlow 
Bottom, Little Marlow and Bisham: clergy 
Paul Hinckley, Gabrielle Smith; LLM John 
Bustin. Bisham (VC), Little Marlow (VA), 
Marlow Holy Trinity (VA) and Marlow Infant 
(VA) Schools. 

MON 19: Hambleden Valley: clergy John 
Wigram, Jeremy Mais; LLMs Susan Brice, 
Annette Jackson. Frieth (VA) School. 

TUE 20: Hazlemere: clergy Clive Collier, 
Michael Wynter, Mark Meardon; pastoral 
worker Derek Hopwood. Hazlemere (VA) 
School. 



WED 21: Hedsor with Bourne End: clergy 
Ann Trew, Rosemary Payne, Maggie 
Rode; LLM Lyn Gooch. 

THU 22: High Wycombe team: clergy 
David Picken, Nicky Skipworth 
(community missioner), [vacancy], Simon 
Dust, Yvonne Murphy, Stephen Whitmore, 
Paul Willis, Elaine Carr, Jackie Lock, 

James Kennedy, Marie Jackson, Ruth 
Wooster, CA Sr Debbie Orriss; LLMs 
Maureen Lampard, Derek Lancaster, 
Barbara Prior, David Tester, Peter Kent, 
Janice Allerston, Josie Martin, Allison 
Smale. High Wycombe (VA) School. 

FRI 23: Hughenden: clergy Simon Cronk, 
Helen Peters. Great Kingshill (VA) School. 

SAT 24: Loudwater: clergy Timothy Butlin; 
LLMs David Clarke, Patrick Finlay. 

MON 26: Lane End with Cadmore End: 

clergy Robert Jennings; LLM Judy Taylor. 
Cadmore End (VA) School. 

TUE 27: Stokenchurch with Ibstone: 

clergy Alistair France. Ibstone (VA) 

School. 

WED 28: Terriers: clergy Tony Dickinson; 
LLM Valerie Evans. 

THU 29: West Wycombe with Bledlow 
Ridge, Bradenham and Radnage: clergy 
Nigel Lacey, Veronica Beaumont, Linda 
Richardson; LLM Robert Hutton. Radnage 
(VA) School. 

FRI 30: Wooburn: clergy Martin 
Wallington; pastoral assistant Brenda 
Hadley. Wooburn St Paul’s (VA) School. 



Sundays 

And war broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels 
fought against the dragon. The dragon and his angels 
fought back, but they were defeated, and there was no 
longer any place for them in heaven. 

(Rev 12:7,8 NRSV) 

SUNDAY 4 Wallingford deanery: Area Dean Edward 
Carter, lay chair Graham Goy, secretary Naomi Gibson, 
treasurer Mark Bayliss. The people, PCCs, wardens & 
support staff of the deanery. A deanery mission plan to 
cope with the expected population explosion over the next 
few years. The Anglican Church of Korea. 

SUNDAY 11 Racial Justice Sunday Woodstock Deanery: 
area dean Stephen Jones, lay chair Pauline Richardson, 
secretary Rosalind Gerring, treasurer Paul Atyeo. The 
people, wardens, PCCs and support staff of the deanery. 
Sittwe diocese (Myanmar). The diocesan committee for 
Racial Justice. Those still mourning the loss of loved ones 
murdered in the 9/1 1 atrocities in the USA ten years ago. 

SUNDAY 18 Wycombe Deanery: Area Dean David Picken, 
Associate Area Dean Robert Jennings, lay chair Wendy 
Goodier, treasurer Nigel Peach. Chaplain to High 
Wycombe Deaf Church Ben Whitaker. The people, 
wardens, PCCs and support staff of the deanery. The 
dioceses of SE Florida (USA) and SW Florida. Ecumenical 
relations in the diocese, officers Tony Dickinson, Chris 
Collinge. 

SUNDAY 25 The diocesan Rural Officers’ Team, diocesan 
rural officer Glyn Evans. Diocese of S Virginia. The 
members of Parliament serving the people of the diocese. 
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Riot response 



CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE 

urged to make sure that they 
were ‘visible’ to officers called 
on to work extra hours. The 
Revd David Wilbraham, Force 
Chaplain, said: “As Chaplains 
the one thing we all do, in our 
own traditions is pray, so do pray 
for the Police privately and 
where appropriate in your 
public gatherings.” 

David urged chaplains to 
use the Thames Valley Police’s 
own prayer where possible. 

The prayer starts with the Force 
motto ‘sit pax in valle tamesis’ - 
‘let there be peace in 



the Thames Valley.” 

In High Wycombe, Terriers 
Church held an extended 
evening prayer. 

The Vicar the Revd Tony 
Dickinson said: “We kept the 
church open for longer than 
usual. The family of a serving 
Met officer here turned up, and 
others involved with the 
emergency services may well 
have. 

“I encouraged people to use 
the Prayer4London Facebook 
page, and many did, including 
four people from our Swedish 
diocesan link.” 



£200 K restoration for church 



A BUCKINGHAMSHIRE church 
listed as “at risk” is set to undergo 
a £200,000 restoration 
programme. 

St Francis of Assisi Church in 
the Terriers, High Wycombe, was 
set to be inspected by English 
Heritage representatives before 
the work began. 

St Francis Church, which was 
designed by Sir Giles Gilbert 
Scott and is generally reckoned 
to be among his best designs for 
a parish church, is a prominent 
High Wycombe landmark, 
visible from as far away as the 
M40 and the railway line. It was 
consecrated by Bishop Thomas 
Strong of Oxford on 1 1 October 
1930. 

Since then, the combination 
of its exposed position and the 



English climate has caused such 
damage to the fabric that the 
building is now on the national 
list of “heritage at risk”. 

More than £200,000 is needed 
to undo the damage of the past 
eight decades and to make the 
building more weatherproof. 
Grants from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund and the Bucks 
Historic Churches Trust, as well 
as local fund-raising efforts over 
the past two years, have taken 
the total past £150,000. There 
remains a gap of around £40,000 
and the Church Council is 
seeking benefactors to fill this. 

For more information contact 
Canon Tony Dickinson on 
vicar@terrierschurch.org.uk or 
01494 520676. 




THE Bishop of Oxford the Rt Revd John Pritchard will don his 
walking shoes as part of the Ride and Stride to raise cash for 
the Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust on September 10. 

Bishop John will walk from St Andrew’s Linton Road, to the 
centre of Oxford visiting churches that have received grants 
from the trust in recent years. The event raises funds for grants 
for refurbishments for churches. Similar events will see 
participants walking, riding horses and cycling between as many 
churches as possible in Berkshire and Buckinghamshire, to raise 
money for their respective historic churches trusts. 

Last year in Oxford the Ride and Stride raised just over 
£110,000 for grants for work including new toilets and kitchens. 
In the last year grants have been made to 42 churches. To 
sponsor Bishop John go to www.justgiving.com/BishopofOxford 

St Mary’s Banbury (pictured above) received £36,000 in three 
separate grants for work carried out over the last 10 years. 



Bishop strides out for historic churches 



An Olympic Countdown 




CHILDREN in sports gear followed the paralympic Judo 
medallist Ian Rose and Olympic rower David Lister along with a 
mock Olympic torch to school before enjoying a sports themed 
healthy breakfast in Dorney, Berkshire, as part of the lead up to 
the 2012 Games. 

The event was part of a weekend of events including a rowing 
challenge for Dorney residents to row the 35 miles, on 
machines in the village hall, from the village where the 
Olympic rowing will take place to the Olympic Village in 
London. A family afternoon with face painting, tug of war and 
other games was also held. 

For more on how your church or school can get involved in 
the Games, contact our Olympic chaplain, the Revd Janet Binns 
on janet.binns@oxford.anglican.org or phone 01753 528672 or 
log on to www.theracebeforeus.org.uk or 
www.morethangold.co.uk . 

Photo by Scott A McNealey. www.noboundaryphotography.co.uk. 



MU continues the Bye Buy 
Childhood campaign 



By Jo Duckies 

A NATIONAL campaign against 
the sexualisation and 
commercialisation of children is 
being taken a step further by the 
Diocese of Oxford’s Mothers’ 
Union. 

The Bye Buy childhood 
campaign hit the headlines 
earlier this year when the MU 
welcomed the Bailey Review - a 
Government document 

published in June. It was written 
by Reg Bailey, Chief Executive of 
the Mothers’ Union, and focused 
on pressures on children to grow 
up too quickly. 

Now our MU is encouraging 
churches in this Diocese to call 
on their MPs to take a stand on 
the issues raised. Denise Brown, 
President, said: “We are looking 
at what the MU is already doing 
in terms of promoting the Bye 
Buy Childhood campaign and 
helping families to find ways of 
enjoying themselves that don’t 
require spending a lot of money. 

“It’s not about simply pointing 
out unsuitable marketing, it’s also 
about the commercial side of 
families feeling they’ve to spend a 
huge amount of money to get the 
right clothes and the right toys. 
MU branches are already 
supporting mother and toddler 
groups and other family friendly 
activities in parishes. Denise said: 
“We are now supporting 
members of our churches to 
think about the campaign and 
how it affects them.” 

They are calling on church 
goers to reassess the choices they 
make in their personal lives, 
pressure those in marketing, 
manufacturing and advertising 
and ask them to re-assess their 
working lives. 



“We’ll be talking to people and 
challenging them to look at how 
they spend their money. We’ll ask 
people in marketing how they 
operate in that environment 
towards families and children.” 

Every branch has been sent 
credit card sized resources in 
three designs, aimed at 
marketeers, politicians and 
retailers, asking them to ensure 
that children are valued as 
children, not consumers. 

Lynne Philpot, branch 
secretary of the Bodicote 
Mothers’ Union in north 
Oxfordshire, has grandchildren 
aged four and five. She fed in to 
the MU consultation on the 
issue. She says: 

“My perception is that it’s the 
clothes at the lower end of the 
market that often carry 
inappropriate slogans and are 
not quite appropriate, but hard 
up families don’t really have a 
choice but to buy them for their 
children.” 

In Hughenden, Bucking- 
hamshire, members contacted 
their MP Steve Baker. 

He said: “I think that society 
must be based on objective 
morality. There are and will 
always be a range of views about 
the source of that morality, but 
for Christians, the source is 
obvious. Part of that morality is 
the way we handle sexuality. How 
children learn about sexuality is 
a matter for parents, but it seems 
important to highlight the 
current state of things and 
question how we should go on.” 

W31M 

For more see 

www.byebuychildhood.org 



News 



IN BRIEF 



Marking 9/11 

AN educational campaign for 
churches to mark the 1 0th 
anniversary of the 9/1 1 terrorist 
attacks has been launched by 
the Awareness Foundation. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, 
who is patron of the foundation 
and was in New York at the time 
of the attacks, said: “Awareness 
Sunday is acknowledging 
through education, the urgent 
need to dispel ignorance and the 
urgent need to help each one of 
us to build a path for peace in 
our diverse, ever-changing world." 

The 1 0th anniversary falls on a 
Sunday and churches are urged 
to mark the day with special 
services and prayers. A public 
service will take place at 
Westminster Abbey at 6.30pm 
that day. See 

www.awarenesssunday.com for 
more information. 



Lifecall 

WHAT is God’s purpose for you? 
Is he calling you to lead? Are you 
aged between 1 6 and 25? 

If so the Lifecall event next 
month at St Laurence’s Church, 
Reading, could help you explore 
what God’s call is for your life 
and what it means to live it out. 
Younger lay and pioneer 
ministers will talk honestly about 
their own calling, current work 
and what life’s really like in the 
job. The event takes place on 
Saturday 22 October, 10am to 
4pm and costs £5 including a 
light lunch. Contact Caroline 
Windley: 01865 208283 
caroline.windley@oxford.anglican.org 



Rural Mission 

MISSION and discipleship in a 
rural context will be the theme of 
an event to be held on 1 9 
November at Marsh Gibbon 
United Reformed Church. 

The Revd Barry Osborne of 
the Rural Evangelism Network is 
the keynote speaker and the day 
will be chaired by Revd Dr 
Michael Beasley, Director of 
Mission at the Diocese of Oxford. 

Admission is free. To book a 
place email Glyn Evans, 

Diocesan Rural Officer on 
glynevans@gmail.com. 

Jubilee Festival 

CHURCHES are being invited to 
mark the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee next year with a Festival 
modelled on this year’s Cotswold 
Churches Festival. 

The Festival will run from 25 
May to 5 June 201 2, culminating 
in the Jubilee bank holiday. 

Bishop Colin says: “There will be 
lots of opportunities for schools 
and local history groups to do 
exhibitions on what life was like 
in 1952." There is a launch event 
on Saturday 8 October at St 
Mary’s Witney, from 9am to 
1 2.30pm. For more information 
ring 08451 222 660. 






4 



Advertisement Feature 



theDoor SEPTEMBER 2011 




World renowned worship leader Matt Redman re- 
leases his brand new live album packed full of great 
songs of worship to exalt the Lord and to stir our 
spirits. 

Matt Redman explains the title of the album: 

A music producer once commented that in the world 
of pop you can only really write four kinds of song: 
“I love you”, “I hate you”, “Go away” and “Come 
back”! That’s an amusing and yet astute observa- 
tion. But gladly, when it comes to writing songs to- 
wards the God of all eternity, we have a whole dif- 
ferent colour palate to work with. When I talk about 
the reasons for God’s worth and say there are ‘ten 
thousand reasons for my heart to find’ that’s actu- 
ally a huge, poetic understatement. The reasons for 
the praise of God are so wide and wonderful that 
we could sing from now until forever and never 
run out of ideas as to why He is quite so worthy. 

Think about the world of nature for a moment. As of 
now, scientists have described over 1.7 million spe- 
cies of animal, plant and algae on earth. Mammals 
make up one of the smallest groups - with less than 



6000 members known. For insects on the other hand, 
we’re aware of about 1 million different species. And 
in all categories, there are more species becoming 
known every year. In fact, in some places like the 
depths of the ocean we’ve hardly even begun to ex- 
plore, and there are countless more species to find 
and identify. But let’s stick for a moment to those 1 .7 
million species we know of so far. I think we could 
safely say that every kind of plant, animal or other 
living thing created by God is a reason for His praise. 

So we’ve hardly begun and we’ve found 1.7 million 
reasons why we might respond to Him. Next, look 
up at the stars - scientists are now saying there are 
more stars in the known universe than there are 
grains of sands on all of the world’s beaches and 
deserts. So, right there we have billions and bil- 
lions more reasons to utter up an offering of praise. 
Next, we look to our own lives - the countless bless- 
ings weaved into our everyday existences, and the 
miracle of life itself. We think about families and 
social circles, and provision in our lives. And we 
praise, and praise, and praise again. Perhaps that’s 
why at the end of Psalm 30 the worshippers says: 



“. . . my heart may sing to You and not 
be silent. O Lord my God, I will give 
you thanks forever. “ (Psalm 30: 12) 

The psalmist knows of a multitude of reasons why 
we should worship God. And he knows of not one 
reason why he should refrain from doing so. He can’t 
think of a single motive why he should remain silent. 
The same must be true for our own lives. The wor- 
ship of Jesus should be vibrant, creative and colour- 
ful as we unfold our hearts in praise. There will be 
ari eterojiy of reasons to adof^ ^djBvere Him. 

Matt Redman 
10,000 Reasons 
RRP £12.99 
St Andrew’s price 



£ 10.99 




St Andrew’s bookshops 

books change lives..:.... 




We have been serving local 
churches for over 50 years. 
Visit your local branch to find 
out how our expertise can equip 
& resource you and your church. 

Great Missenden 

61 - 65 High Street 
HP16 0AL 
01494 862168 

High Wycombe 

All Saints, 8 Castle Street 
HP13 6RF 
01494 525511 

Oxford 

57c St Clements 
OX4 1AG 
01865 247567 

Witney 

31 High Street 
0X28 6HP 
01993 709429 

Wolverton 

50 Church St 
MK12 5JW 
01908 221331 



For our other branches visit 
www.standrewsbookshop.co.uk 





Mail Order 01494 

www.standrewsbookshop.co.uk 
-g< -»C- - 

Exclusive 



Erasing Hell 
Francis Chan 
£8.99 



The New Testament for 
Everyone by Tom Wright 
RRP £14.99 

St Andrew’s price £12.99 

} God is Able 
f 1 Hillsong Live £12.99 

A collection of fresh sounds and an inspiring new repertoire 
congregational anthems is the stage for God is Able, an offering ( 
of worship, a night of passionate praise recorded by the Hill- 
song team in the hope that it would bless the Body of Christ. 

Only One Name 
New Wine £12.99 

Released exclusively at this year’s New Wine Summer 
Conferences, Only One Name encompasses the wor- 
ship highlights from New Wine churches around the 
UK. With a focus on Jesus, the songs represent the 
creativity of the Spirit, and as you sing them, either alone or with others, 
may you be led into a deeper relationship with our wonderful Father God! 





theDoor % 



Discount 



15 % 
OFF! 



kt 



15 % off full price 
Books or CD’s.* 

Bring this voucher into your local 
St Andrew’s Bookshop to receive 
15% off full price books & CDs. 

*Terms & conditions apply. Not to be used in 
conjunction with any other offer. Valid until 
- 30 / 09/2011 _ 
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News 



Star line-up for Bloxham Faith Fest 




By Sarah Meyrick 

A BRAND new festival exploring themes 
of faith in literature and the arts will take 
place in Bloxham near Banbury next 
month. 

The Bloxham Faith Fest, described as 
“a literary festival with a theological slant” 
is the idea of the Revd Sarah Tillett, Vicar 
of St Mary’s, and Tony Baldry MP who 
lives in the village. It runs over the 
weekend of 28-30 October and is 
sponsored by the Church Times. 

Speakers include Baroness P.D. James, 
William Fiennes, and Lord Michael 
Dobbs of House of Cards fame. Jane 
Williams, the theologian and wife of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, will also be 
speaking, as well as Father Michael Seed 
and Rabbi Lionel Blue. 

Professors Gordon Campbell and 
David Crystal will talk about the language 
of the King James Bible. On the Saturday 
evening Tony Jordan, Eastenders 
scriptwriter, will present a screening of 
his BBC drama The Nativity which aired 
last Christmas. 

On the Sunday Bishop John is to 
preach in the morning service. Later that 
day there will be a performance of Grimm 
Tales , written by Canon Edmund Newell, 
Sub-Dean of Christ Church, and read by 
the actress Jeany Spark who appeared in 
the BBC series Wallander. Grimm Tales 
explores the spirituality of well-known 
fairy tales such as Snow White and Little 
Red Riding Hood. 



“It is fantastic that we have secured 
such an array of high-profile speakers for 
the first year of this festival,” said Tony 
Baldry. “This is something which we hope 
will become an annual event.” 

To find out more or book tickets go to 
www.bloxhamfaithfest.co.uk or phone 
01865 600222. 

Also in north Oxfordshire, a new 
lecture series A History of Christianity in 15 
Objects , begins this month. Inspired by 
last year’s successful BBC Radio 4 series, 
A History of the World in 1 00 Objects , the 
History of Christianity series is being run in 
association with the Faculty of Theology 
at Oxford University. It takes place at 
Deddington Parish Church, starting on 5 
September when Bishop John will talk 
about the cross. 

“The series explores how a small sect in 
Roman-occupied Judaea went on to 
become one of the greatest forces of 
religious, social and cultural change the 
world has ever known,” said the Revd Dr 
Dan Inman who is behind the venture. 
“Over the course of 12 months, 15 
leading thinkers will each present an 
object that illuminates our 
understanding of Christianity’s 
extraordinary history, from its beginnings 
in Jerusalem to the present. Admission is 
free and the talks will also be available 
online, both live and as podcasts. 
For more information see 
www.historyofchristianity.org.uk or 
phone 01869 338582. 



Festival of Prayer a huge success 



THE first ever Festival of Prayer at Ripon 
College Cuddesdon in July has been hailed 
a huge success. 

The event, organised by the Diocese 
and the Abingdon based Bible Reading 
Fellowship (BRF) was packed with 160 
people, despite heavy rain throughout 
the morning. 

The event began with a short service, 
including a talk from the Revd Ian 
Adams, formerly of MayBE in Oxford, 
before splitting into seminars on various 
different types of prayer. 

Anna Fryer, from Wendover, who has 
young children, was appreciating getting 
a day away for herself. ‘You don’t raise 
your head above the parapet with young 
children. This was a brilliant opportunity 
to listen to people and for renewal that 
you don’t experience every day and it’s 
given me plenty to take away with me. 



“I really enjoyed the charismatic prayer 
session. I used to go to a charismatic 
church and moved away from it, so it was 
good to pick it up again.” 

John Fielding, a Licensed Lay Minister 
from Sherrington, said: “I’m enjoying the 
range of options available and the chance 
to try something new. I was particularly 
impressed by the Celtic prayer and we are 
going to be using the books from that 
session in our home group. 

“It’s reinforced thoughts we were 
having about doing prayer stations. I’ve 
done the music session as well which was 
great - it was quite different. I was 
expecting taped music but we were using 
percussion instruments for prayer.” 
Organisers were encouraged by the 
comments on feedback forms, and how 
well attended the day was and are looking 
into the possibility of a follow up event. 



IN BRIEF 



Creative Creation Tide 

DURING September the Diocese will once 
again be marking Creation Tide and running 
Inspired by Creation - a chance to share 
with others how creation inspires you. 

It is going to be a little different this year. 
You’ll be able to add up to three of your 
photographs that capture the place or 
places that inspire you, but rather than a 
competition it will simply be about sharing 
photos. No prizes this year, just a warm 
glow for knowing that others will be inspired 
by what you share. So why not grab your 
camera and use August to prepare and take 
the perfect photo of your special place? 

Tell your friends. Share on Facebook. 
Tweet on Twitter. Download a Poster. 

To stay up to date about Inspired by 
Creation 201 1 visit 
www.earthingfaith.org/inspired. 

Adventure base wanted 

DO you have land or buildings that could be 
developed into a purpose-built site for 
Adventure Plus - an Oxfordshire based 
charity providing sporting adventures for 
young people? 

In the June edition of the Door we 
reported how young people had kayaked 
from Witney to London, as part of a 
sponsored expedition to raise funds for the 
centre. 

The charity based in Witney, is looking for 
a site in West Oxfordshire. If you have land 
you could set aside or sell, please contact 
Jonathan Cox on jon@adventureplus.org.uk. 




S' 



Award winning 
church furniture makers 



Makers of the revolutionary 
Canterbury and York Lecterns 

Telephone & Fax: 01 934 61 81 11 
Emaihinfo@fullersfinerfumiture.co.uk 



| www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk | 



To Advertise 




' FREE SPECIALIST 
• CATALOGUE 
AVAILABLE 

JIONAL 
UTT 

ECIAUSTS 

Over 300 apple varieties 
on M 26 (8ft) and many on M 27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Gordons Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 

Send for latest 
Catalogue loads of offers 

DEACONS NURSERY 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 
Email: info@deaoonsnurseryfruitscD.uk 
or visit our website 
ww w.deaaonsnurseryfru itsco .u k 



Call 

01752 

225623 



introduction Agency 



Are yu€i a Christian? 
Maputo meet 
somonencw? 

CaJINewDay 

IntTuduttKMlrS OT1 

01706224049 

FurtUvritfpvnl 

www Jicwdaydatlngjui. uk 



GOD S GIFT 

„ . , choral music 

for Advent 

Christmas 

Epiphany 

A volume of 18 new seasonal pieces 
composed by Colin Nicholson for 
St. Botolph’s Church, Colchester. 

Details on www.castlechoral.co.uk 
Inspection copies phone 01206 577905 




\ 




If you are looking for gifts that express 
care, thoughtfulness and uniqueness, 
look no further. If you want to know that 
your purchases have real value, 
Createdgifts.org is the place for you to 
shop. Each item reflects the creativity 
and skill of the craft worker who made it. 
Every purchase made represents a 
personal connection between you and 
that individual. Individuals like Alberto 
Marcapina. 

Alberto and his wife Sirci left the 
Ayacucho region of Peru some 20 years 
ago to escape the hostilities of terrorism 
in the area. Arriving in the capital, Lima, 
he brought with him the family tradition of 
ceramic work and set up a small 
workshop, quickly gaining a reputation for 
high quality. This matchbox-size nativity is 
just one of their creative and popular 
designs. 

Alberto and Sirci enjoy using their 
business to offer employment to young 
people to help support their studies and 
single mothers, many of whom would be 
ordinarily be restricted to menial jobs. 

Created has now been selecting beautiful, 
high-quality gifts for you to give to friends, 
family and loved ones for over 
35 years. Every purchase from Created 



means people in need have valuable 
employment, a fair price and a better 
future. 

Visit www.createdgifts.org to browse 
and make use of the voucher below or 
request a catalogue by calling 




Unusual handcrafted 
gifts for all occasions 



£5 



OFF 



when you spend £45 or 
more online at 
www.createdgifts.org 

Enter code DDRP at checkout 

Valid until 31st December 2011. Only 
redeemable against purchases via website. 
Voucher not exchangeable for cash or credit 
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Situations 

Vacant 



All Saints ' Churchy Emberton , 
Buckinghamshire 
Organist/Choir Master Required 

We are a small rural parish with one service each Sunday, 
both formal and informal. Recently restored 2-manual 
organ and small committed choir. For further details please 
contact Revd. Richard Caddell, tel: 01908 312136, email 

caddells@holtspur. plus . com 



Stanton House, a retreat near Oxford, needs new 
resident members to provide a relaxed environment 
for guests. The couple appointed will combine a love 
for people with practical skills: 
management, cooking, housekeeping, gardening, 
maintenance etc. Full board and lodging are 
provided plus an honorarium. 

Please request an application form from: 
office@stantonhouse.org.uk or write to Stanton House, 
Stanton St John, Oxford 0X33 1HF 



Retired, pensioned educator with limited 
means URGENTLY needs help with 
e-mail, E-bay, Amazon, etc. I have a 
Microsoft Word Professional system, 
three-in-one printer and laptop. I can 
promise you at least 1 2 hrs of work for 
£120 or more, to stay 3 hrs each time. 
Nice, secure chunk of income for a 
student. Central Oxford, parking available. 
Must provide 3 impeccable references 
prior to hiring. 0 1 865-200-762 



Funeral 

Directors 



% 



A.B.WAl.KFR 

fi son i iMiTrn 
FittUMLEiiECTmi f.rrifu 



Independent femitylurieral directors and 

rnDnurncntiJ masons. 

24 Hour rasfetanoe 
4 Offices with parking 
Competitively priced 
Fk^vHfs by ifikfpfwifi and mi-line 
Stone memorials 
P re- paid funeral plans 




Reading head afRce 0110 957 3550 

OUn v Lh . ru J m "i Wciv.' i ; ri . u 1 1, Ri.i i n ■! Hi m rry ui i “ i . 

www. abwalker.co.uk 



To Advertise 
Ccdl 

01752 



Bible reading contest in Burghfield 

A SIX-year-old who had selective mutism 
and two years ago could not speak to her 
parents stood up and read the 23 r< ^ Psalm 
in front of 120 people at a King James 
Bible Reading celebration. 

The girl was one of 48 youngsters aged 
between five and 18 who took part in the 
event, organised by the Revd Gill Lovell 
at St Mary’s, Burghfield and Burghfield 
Methodist Church. Six adults read their 
favourite passages at the end of the 
evening. The competition was judged by 
the Rt Revd Andrew Proud, Bishop of 
Reading, Robert Woods, CBE, High 
Sheriff of Berkshire and Sir William and 
Lady Benyon. The High Sheriff 
presented the church with a facsimile 
copy of the 1611 King James bible in 
commemoration of the celebration. 

Gill said: “It’s quite daunting to stand 
up in front of 120 people to read, and 
everyone who took part read so well and 
so confidently. They’re all winners! Many 
of the children were clearly delighted to 
be reading in front of parents and friends 
these beautiful words that have shaped 




Children from years Two and Three with the Revd Gill Lovell, 
(right), Bishop Andrew and local dignitaries. Pic: Kevin Lovell 



the history and culture of this country 
over 400 years. One mum told me 
afterwards that her seven-year-old had 



■ 

been really looking forward to 
representing her school. It was a privilege 
to be part of it.” 



New job for Archdeacon Julian 



THE Venerable Julian Hubbard, 
Archdeacon of Oxford and Canon of 
Christ Church, Oxford since 2005, is to be 
the Archbishops’ Council’s new Director 
of Ministry. He succeeds the Ven 
Christopher Lowson, who will become 
Bishop of Lincoln in September 2011. 

Archdeacon Julian’s responsibilities 
will include acting as the principal 
adviser to the Archbishops’ Council, the 
House of Bishops and the Ministry 
Council on all ordained and licensed lay 
ministry issues. He will also help shape 
ministry for the needs of the Church in 
the 21st century, including by promoting 
more vocations - particularly of younger 
people to full-time ordained ministry - 
and by seeking to ensure that a mission 
focus is at the heart of the Church’s 
approach to ministry. 

Archdeacon Julian studied Classics at 
Emmanuel College, Cambridge and went 
on to Wycliffe Hall, Oxford for 
ordination training, where he took the 
University degree in Theology. Following 



a curacy at St Dionis Church, Fulham, 
from 1981 to 1984, he was a tutor at 
Wycliffe Hall, Oxford and chaplain at 
Jesus College in the University, from 1984 
to 1989. This was followed by four years at 
Church House, Westminster within the 
Advisory Council for the Church’s 
Minis try/ Advisory Board of Ministry (the 
predecessors to Ministry Division), 
including two as Senior Selection 
Secretary, responsible for the national 
selection system for clergy. 

He became vicar of St Thomas on The 
Bourne, Farnham in Surrey, from 1993 to 
1999. He then served as Director of 
Ministerial Training for the Diocese of 
Guildford to 2005 where he was also a 
residentiary canon of the Cathedral, 
before moving to Oxford diocese. 

He said: “I look forward to the 
challenges and opportunities which 
come with my new role and to working 
together with colleagues across the 
Church of England. I hope to play a part 
in giving a sense of confidence and 




purpose during a time of change to all 
involved in ministry in the church.” 
Archdeacon Julian will take up his new 
position in the autumn. 



PACT centre shortlisted for award 



A CENTRE that helps women in Reading 
was nominated for an award from the 
Howard League for Penal Reform. 

Alana House, based in South Street, is 
run by family support charity Parents And 
Children Together and is a one-stop shop 
for women who have offended or are at 
risk of offending. 

The centre is one of five projects 
shortlisted for the women’s category of 
the awards, which recognise innovative 
community schemes. 

PACT representatives attended the 
awards ceremony in London in July 
where Private Eye Editor Ian Hislop 
presented the prizes to the winners. 

Even though it didn’t win, PACT was 
proud that the centre was nominated. 

Centre Manager Hannah Powell said: 
“To reach the shortlist for this National 
Award is something we could never have 
imagined 12 months ago, but we have 



come such a long way and this is a 
reflection of all the hard work and 
commitment that makes Alana House so 
special.” 

PACT, which is celebrating its 100th 
birthday throughout 2011, supports 
vulnerable families in the area through its 
23 community projects. 

PACT has been building and 
strengthening families since 1911. It 
supports thousands of families every year 
through its community projects across 
Berkshire, Oxfordshire and 

Buckinghamshire and its role as a 
voluntary adoption agency and 
independent fostering agency in London 
and the south east. 

The Howard League for Penal Reform 
campaigns for less crime, safer 
communities and fewer people in prison. 



Win Fairtrade goodies 




AS we approach harvest and we look 
forward to our Living Faith in the World 
conference next month, the Door is giving 
away a selection of fairly traded goods from 
around the world to one first prize winner 
and two runners up. 

To stand a chance of winning, simply 
send your name and address to Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, 
OX2 0NB. The closing date of for entries is 
Friday 9 September. 
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Family 

How to get ‘down with the kids’ 




This summer the Mend the 
Gap day took an innovative 
look at youth and children’s 
work. The Door reports on 
that conference and the 
follow-up events. 

T op speakers inspired youth 
and children’s leaders from 
across the Diocese. The 
Revd Karen Beck, Priest in 
Charge at All Saints, Didcot, 
went along because her church is in a 
time of transition, with an old hall being 
demolished and a new facility being 
built before next March. 

She said: “So from feeling we were 
restricted in how we could work with 
children because of our poor facilities, 
we now feel we are being challenged to 
reach out to the children and young 
people in our community, perhaps in 
new ways. 

“I think we went with low expectations 
based on past experience (not in this 
diocese particularly) but we found it very 
useful and energising. 

She said she was struck by Ian 
MacDonald, diocesan youth advisor, who 
made it clear that the conference was 
not about giving people a pack of guilt 
to take home. “We were definitely 
motivated rather than made to feel 
inadequate in any way. The two main 
speakers helped to put the work into 
much broader but necessary context and 
have prompted us to read and find out 
more. 

“The workshops also proved helpful 
but in more practical ways, giving steps 
to think about the implementation of 
anything we might do. 

“It seemed to be just what we needed 
at this stage of our parish vision and life, 
and Yvonne and Ian have offered to help 
us as we think and pray about where we 
go from here, given all that we’ve 
learned. There were also wider contacts 
who we could follow up should we 
choose to. 

“As Graeme Codrington said that we 



Baby Boomers think everything is 
possible, it was interesting to listen to 
Bishop John in conclusion, get everyone 
shouting ‘yes we can’ when he asked 
whether we could reach out to the 
younger generations.” 

D eb Thompson, of the Peachcroft 
Christian Centre, Abingdon, said: 
“It was an excellent day, very 
inspirational, fun and entertaining. It was 
very relevant with brilliant speakers. “One 
of the speakers said that if there was an 
advert on your church notice sheet for 
several weeks for a youth or children’s 
volunteer, what that says to the children 
and young people is that they are not 
important because no one wants to work 
with them. 

“In the speaker’s church, when a 
Sunday club leader was off sick, he asked 
for a volunteer to go and help. When no 
one responded, he (as minister) went to 
run the group that morning himself, 
leaving the adults to serve themselves. I 
thought ‘Wow, that was brilliant - what a 
powerful message to the children, and 
the church’.” 

Deb was speaking to the Door just after 
the riots that wreaked havoc across 
London. She said their paid Youth 
Pastor at Peachcroft had received a text 
from one boy who attends the 
community focused youth drop-in 
sessions, suggesting that anyone who 
wants to fight a war should get to 
Afghanistan and support our soldiers. 

“Once you’ve spent time building 
relationships with young people, they 
sometimes talk about meaningful topics 
such as world issues as this example 
demonstrates.” Deb said it can be 
difficult to find volunteers for youth 
work, because they assume it’s scary or 
threatening. 

“I was scared when I first started, but 
you have to trust God, I now have fun 
and mostly enjoy the interaction.” 

She said another point she took from 
the conference was giving children time 
with Sunday club, to talk to Jesus 
themselves and pray for one another in 
groups. “They also encouraged us to 
engage with generational change, 



outlining differences in the generations. 
You have to keep up with the times. 

“Another point made - was to get 
young people emotionally involved in 
terms of giving them something to do, 
and allowing them to have ownership of 
that, don’t let them just be consumers 
and take what is handed to them. We are 
trying new ways of doing that, getting 
our community youth group involved in 
setting up and clearing away.” 

Deb said that last year the Peachcroft 
youth pastor let the young people from 
the community groups prepare a meal 
and serve the volunteers. “I thought it 



was going to be a disaster but it wasn’t. 
The youngsters rose to the occasion and 
took on the responsibility. 

“One mum told me that her son had 
explained how he’d prepared and 
served a meal at the church. “He’d 
obviously gone home and felt proud of 
what he’d done in serving others - that 
gave me a boost and confidence to try 
something a little risky (thanks to our 
Youth Pastor and God of course.) 

“We pray for our children’s and youth 
work - it’s the most important 
ingredient, but this event was extremely 
valuable too.” 



Find out more about mending the gap 

Following on from Mend the Gap is a free training day looking at the hows, wheres and whys 
of engaging with teenagers. The days will be led by our Diocesan Youth Adviser Ian 
Macdonald, with support and input from other agencies. It is open to those who currently 
work with young people, and those who don’t yet. 

It will be repeated at four locations around the diocese on 24 September in Oxford, on 1 5 
October in Berkshire, 1 2 November in South Bucks and 14 January 201 2 in North Bucks. 

For more details call Ian on 01865 208252 or email youthofficer@oxford.anglican.org . 

The 201 2 Olympic Games offer an opportunity for churches to engage with children in 
their community. Running a holiday club is one way for them to do this. ‘How to run a Holiday 
Club’ offers training and input whether you’re starting from scratch or already run something 
but would like to grow and develop. 

Provisional dates are Saturday 12 November in Oxfordshire, Saturday 21 January 2012 in 
Buckinghamshire and Saturday 24 March in Berkshire, venues to be confirmed. To book a 
place or find out more email carolyn.main@oxford.anglican.org or call 01 865 208257. 




at Charlbury s holiday club 



Welcome to the Jungle Jamboree - 



IT was Junglebocker Glories all round for 
the 61 children who went along to the 
Jungle Jamboree holiday club at St Mary’s 
Church, Charlbury. 

The Revd Jan Fielden said normally 
they don’t take more than 50, but they 
didn’t want to turn any of the youngsters 
away. The club included a daily song 
session and gathering (pictured far 
right) and children enjoyed a jungle gym 
with physical warm up sessions, including 
one led by a BBC choreographer, a daily 
Christian drama message, Bible and 
prayer sessions and sporting/jungle 
camp activities, including the chance to 
swing through the vicarage garden. 

Pictured right is one of the craft 
sessions, making wire jungle animals. 
Children also got the chance to make 
and tuck into Junglebocker Glories. 
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Bibieiflrtds presents , 

A SPECIAL CONCERT 77 V' ADVENT 

in conjunction mth the Chapter of Christ Church / Cathedral and Warwick School 



ADVENT READINGS /wSPEGIA! CE1 ERRITY GUESTS 




iniluilisig iirri Bmtita- Uylor, Jonathan Aitkin, Mites [J^oph,. 

„ All .in ( . h aprr la n, C. h a r t e j s Nt jvp .ti u\ 1 or<l Bl jj r of Hu ugh tort, 

0 f/A MUSIC PROM I HE CHOIRS rj/wARWlCK SCHOOt 



B At Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford 



Ticket Office: 01865 305505 
www.oxfb rd p I ay h ou se ,ccm/t icketsoxford 

P £40 {to include wine reception wtth 
celebrity guests after the concert} 

■ £20 

m Eio 



Saturday 3 December 8pm 

(doors Open at 7 . 15 ) 

H Tickets from: Tickets Oxford 

at the Oxford Playhouse 
Beaumont Street, Oxford OX1 iLW 



-QQtgp- 



A Concert in Aid of Women in Need in Jinja, Uganda 




James ‘Bozvma 
sings Baroque 





James Bowman, one of the world s best loved countertenors, 
performs some of his favourite baroque duets and arias in the 
atmospheric setting of Merton College Chapel 



RJBEf? Arnmnctation 
PURCELL "Lost in my quiet" 

HANDEL "Non dt ror 

BiBER Crucifixion 

HANDEL "Pie ihr aus dunketn Grqfie" 
BACH "Agnus Dei “ from B minor Mass 
BIBER Fftssaoag£(a 
MOAiTEVERDi "Pur ii muro" 



JAMES BOWMAN countertenor 
Charlotte Newstoad soprano with 
Ftori MtisicaU Chamber Ensemble 
Kerstin Lmder-Deumn utbLin 
Sally Meats cello 

Penelope Rapson harpsichord J director 



Friday 16 September, at 8.00pm 
Merton College Chapel 
Oxford, OX1 4JD 



Tickets: £18. £15 

(£12 concessionary tickets are available for children, students and 
unemployed. Motor disabled may have two concessionary tickets) 




Fiori Musicali Box Office 01327 360931 or 
Email tickets® flori-musicalixom or 
from www.WeGotTickets.corn 
T: 01865 798797 







the literary festival 
with a theological slant 



Micharl Dubbe, P-D- faffing William Fiermae, Or Jam* 
Williams, Liabbi Lionel Blue and many others... 



BLOXHAM 

laithfest 



Ht Mnfy'sljliiirHi. Church 8lro 
wwwTi! ox hflmfni thfest.cn. 



■:t, muxhiuih OxlWahiie 0X15 4|*Y 

uk | 01865 600 222 
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Welcoming our new clergy 



THE Door introduces some of 
the 31 new Deacons who 
were ordained to serve in 
parishes in Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire 
this summer. (More 
biographies are available 
on-line.) 

I am privileged to travel the world in my 
work for Christian Aid and to meet 
some wonderful people in some of the 
world’s poorest communities. Alongside 
that I love my allotment, the local pub, 
football fans and the city of Oxford. I 
long to show God’s love to them all.’ - 
Paula Clifford will serve at Oxford St 
Giles and St Philip and St Janies with St 
Margaret. 

‘I am originally from South Korea. I 
carried out military service in the 
demilitarized zone as a platoon leader 
in South Korea. I used to teach 
Taekwondo in a parish church in 
London. I am interested in mission 
work in developing countries related to 
local development projects.’ - Beom-Jin 
Shin will serve at Banbury St Mary. 

Mark describes himself as having been 
trained in French by clowns, and in 
circus by the French. After initial studies 
in Modern Languages at Liverpool 
University, Mark graduated from circus 
schools in Bristol and Paris. He ran 
away from the circus to join the Church. 
-Mark Strafford will serve at Oxford St 
Barnabas and St Paul. 

‘After fifteen wonderful years in grass 
roots organisations and community 
development in East Oxford and 
Blackbird Leys, I am reconnecting with 
an earlier phase of my life and 
returning to ministry in the Church with 
the aim of bringing together the best of 
transformative community and spiritual 
practice.’ - Jim Barlow will serve at 
Burnham St Peter. 

Helen has practised as a speech and 
language therapist for 18 years. Married 
with two daughters she enjoys cheering 
at swimming galas, diving and dancing 
competitions, walking, tennis and 3- 
legged racing. Thankful for the long 
journey to ordination she looks forward 
to joining in with what God is doing in 
Hughenden - Helen Peters will serve at 
Hughenden St Michael. 




To hear four of our deacons talk about 
their journeys towards ministry log on 

to http://bit.ly/nYcOMY. To read the 
other biographies see 

http://bit.ly/obl08D 




Back (left to right): Jonathan Brant, Robert Gilbert, Luke Foster, Beomjin Shin, Richard Frith. Middle (left to 
right): David Gifford, Mark Strafford. Front (left to right): Paula Clifford, Clare Hay ns, Joanna Moffet-Levy. 




Back ( left to right): Nigel Taylor, Thomas Holbird, farms Barlow, John Smith. Middle (left to right): Sharon 
Roberts, Caroline Symcox, Margaret Dixon. Front (left to right): Helen Peters, Cassandra Messervy. 




Back (left to right): Ian Seymour, Derek Lee-Philpot, Brynn Bay man, Daniel Heyward, Phillip Watts. Middle 
(left to right): Miriam Caminer, Rosalind Stacey, Anna Harwood, Deborah Davison. Front (left to right): 

Kate Sladen, Angela Gosden, Tracey Williams. Pictures by KT Bruce 



‘I was born in Reading but I have taken 
the long route back to the diocese. I 
grew up in Indonesia and the 
Philippines but after 17 years, we 
returned to England. I am now greatly 
looking forward to beginning my 
ministry in the diocese where it all 
began!’ - Luke Foster will serve at 
Banbury St Paul. 

Before training for ordination, Jonathan 
worked in Uruguay. While there he 
became interested in the religious 
dimension to the popular culture in 
which young people from all over the 
world immerse themselves. This led to 
Jonathan writing his doctorate at 
Oxford on the religious impact of Latin 
American cinema on its audiences - 
Jonathan Brant will serve at Oxford St 
Mary Magdalen. 

‘Married to a magician juggler and 
mother to three lively boys, I have been 
managing entertainers for ten years. I 
have been involved in Cafe Church, 
Messy Church and the Community of St 
Egidio and am trustee of a charity 
working in Zimbabwe and volunteer at 
an Oxford Foodbank.’ - Claire Hayns 
will serve at Blenheim. 

Born in Liverpool, Margaret Dixon has 
worked as a youth worker, librarian and 
support worker in a church school. She 
has a degree in archaeology and has 
worked for the last 15 years as an 
archaeological photographer at the 
Silchester excavation. She is the mother 
of 16 year old twins - Margaret Dixon 
will serve at Ellesborough, the Kimbles 
and Stoke Mandeville. 

Brynn Bayman was born in South Africa. 
He then taught at Sherborne School 
and Wellington College. He undertook 
his ordination training at Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon. He is married 
with two children. He loves sport, the 
great outdoors and photography - Brynn 
Bayman will serve at Finchampstead St 
James. 

‘As a scientist working in publishing I 
thought I knew where life was leading 
me until I went back to Sunday School 
in my 30s with my two small children. 

My faith was challenged and re- 
awakened in those lessons and I trace 
the awareness of my vocation to that 
time.’ - Tracey Williams will serve at 
Sunninghill and South Ascot. 

Cassa moved to Oxford in 1995, where 
she has lived, studied and worked as a 
teacher. She is married to Myles, a 
record producer, they have three 
children. Cassa is a keen long distance 
runner and it is her ambition to run the 
Marathon des Sables (151 miles across 
the Sahara Desert) - Cassa Messervy will 
serve at Beaconsfield St Michael and All 
Angels. 
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To Advertise 
Call 

01752 

225623 



ChriB Church Cathedral 

Oxford 0X1 1DP 

NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS 
23 & 24 December 2011 

The ever-popular services of Nine Lessons and Carols 
will take place at Christ Church Cathedral 

7:30pm on Friday 23 December and 
3pm on Saturday 24 December 2011. 

There is no charge for tickets and they are allocated 
on a strict ‘first come, first served’ basis. These may be 
obtained by sending a letter to the Cathedral Office 
between 15 September and 15 November 2011 only, 
specifying the service for which tickets are being 
requested, the number of tickets required together with a 
stamped addressed envelope (size 8” x 4” minimum). 
Maximum tickets 4 per application. 

All applications will be dealt with together and tickets 
will be sent out in early December. 

If you do not receive a ticket, you may wish to come 
on the day, and queue for a short period, for any 
unoccupied seats, although we cannot 
guarantee admission. 

Letters should be addressed to The Cathedral Office, Christ 
Church, St Aldates, Oxford, OX1 1DP marked ‘9 Lessons’. 



No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus. The ultimate 
worship music solution. 

Thousand* of hymns and worship songs, aJF in 
one box. ready fe ptay. No muitoa! or teefmfeaf 
knowledge required. 



Stfnighr nut of the bnx the 
Hymnal Plus plays aver 
2750 ifodiircnol and 
modern worship iongs r 
covering ever 6000 hymn 
bqgk enhrES- 

£ i 9?S ,. ™ 

Upgrade a! any lime P choosing from an ever 

growing I is! of repertoire additions. 

Wan! sumelhing else? Tlie Hymnal Plus also plays 
ynur own mp3 and midi files. 

Order you r FREE infwmotion pack today, 
free Phone - 0900 043 0503 
Web: wrww.hymntechnology.com 

1 lymn Technology Lixl HynnjUal 
VlVjl dlip .VIUHr S<j|uliL'l|l PIUS’ 





Customer friendly 
design & print 

For all your business needs 

Cornerstone Vision 
publishes this 
Diocesan newspaper. 

We also serve the needs of 
businesses all over the UK 
with excellent design 
and print services 

• Business Stationery • Brochures 
• Leaflets • Websites 

For a competitive quote and 
great customer service 

Tel: 01 752 225623 
service@cornerstonevision.com 




Feature 

‘For God so lovec 



AS we gear up for the Living Faith Worldwide 
conference next month, the Door tells stories 
about some of the challenges faced by Christians 
in our link dioceses acros the globe. 



South Africa 



V usi Mabuza is the youth 

chaplain in the Diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman. 
There as here the Church is 
seeking to “mend the gap” 
between young and old. “Going to 
church on a Sunday morning,” Vusi says, 
“you will find most of the people there, 
80 per cent, are older, 35 upwards. 
Young people are not being proactive in 
the life of the Church in this diocese 
simply because they are not being 
utilised. There is no niche for them.” 
Vusi believes his job is to draw young 
people together and to help equip them 
so that they can be proactive in the life 
of the Church. For the last three months 
he has been living at the Taung Mission 
Centre, a couple of hours drive north of 
Kimberley. The Centre, now well- 
equipped and secure, is the base for a 
number of programmes that seek to 
engage young people by helping them 
meet key challenges, such as 
unemployment. “We are working on 
youth skills development, training young 
people to use their hands to alleviate 
poverty, through bead work and sewing,” 
Vusi explains. 

Vusi is also coordinates a Peer 
Education programme around HIV and 
AIDS. AIDS affects one in five South 
African adults, and finding ways to help 
young people avoid infection is vital. 
Peer education, where training helps 



people help each other to 
deal with the issues, is 
widely regarded as 
effective, and it is hoped 
it can assist the diocese’s 
youth. 

Vusi’s colleague Lorato 
Morake leads workshops on HIV/AIDS 
at the Centre and in other parishes — it 
is cheaper for her to travel to other 
villages than for people to come to the 
Centre. Vusi feels she is doing well. 

The centre is also trying to integrate 
HIV/AIDS awareness messages into all 
its activities. That way when young 
people visit the Centre for other 
reasons, as around 300 have in the past 
three months, they can still benefit. 
“There are Department of Health 
posters on the walls,” Vusi notes. 
“Whenever young people come in for an 
event, such as the soup kitchen, we try 
to incorporate Peer Education.” 

Mention of the soup kitchen is a 
reminder that the centre serves more 
than youth. “Also we are working on 
poverty eradication. Our soup kitchen is 
aimed to benefit the community, 
especially in this winter season.” The 
centre also has a clothing project. 

Funding for the Centre’s work, as for 
many church projects in the UK, 
remains a challenge. The local parish, St 
Chad’s (which is linked with 
Summertown and Wolvercote parishes 




in Oxford) , helps to support the soup 
kitchen and the clothing project. But 
“we simply do not have enough 
donations,” says Vusi. “I had hoped local 
businesses would come to the party. We 
will have to pray harder.” He also 
mentions, “We are working hand in 
hand with other NGOs to find ways they 
can use the Centre to the benefit of 
young people.” 

Vusi himself is exploring a possible 
vocation to ordination, and says that he 
is learning a great deal. “Engaging with 
the Taung Centre is preparing me for 
ministry,” he says. “Taung is rural and 
that is an adventure for me. It is 
preparing me for any kind of duty in the 
future. My philosophy is that ministry is 
like a bicycle - it finds its balance when 
it’s on the move.” 

Vusi would value prayers for the 
courage and strength to know how to 
minister to the young people, he says, 
and also for more secure local funding. 
“I believe the Centre has great potential 
to reach out God’s people. I believe we 
can do so much more.” 



Sweden 

A t our sister Diocese of Vaxjo in 
Sweden the concept of Living 
Faith has been adapted into Til 
Tro - a similar initiative for the Swedish 
Church. Vaxjo has done a lot of work 
around pilgrimage and in April a small 
group went on pilgrimage to Assisi, the 
home town of St Francis. There were 
nine of us, vicars and the area dean of 
Allbo-Sunnerbo deanery, writes Carin 
Frennevi, Diocesan Children’s Work 
Advisor for Vaxjo 

The purpose of our journey was to be 
pilgrims during the daytime and to work 
with “Til Tro” in the evenings. On the 
very first night we began with one of the 
Bible studies written by the Bishop of 
Oxford on John’s Gospel as part of 
Living Faith. This was followed by a 
Bible study every afternoon. 

We started the next day with a walk 
through the town to the basilica of Saint 
Francis. There we met Brother Theodor, 
a Danish Franciscan who introduced us 



to the paintings by Cimabue, Pietro 
Lorenzetti, Simone Martini and Giotto. 
The point of all these masterpieces is to 
tell us the true story about Christ. 
Theodor told us about life in the friary. 
Even though the brothers continue 
living by the three promises of 
obedience, poverty and chastity (of 
which the three knots in a Friar’s girdle 
are a reminder) , we learned that the life 
of a Franciscan friar is not 
impoverished. 

We also visited the Basilica of Santa 
Maria degli Angeli, the big church built 
around the little Porziuncola chapel 
where St Francis and the other brothers 
of the order lived. We walked to San 
Damiano where St Francis received the 
commission, given by a voice from the 
crucifix, to build up the Church of God. 

One day we followed the pilgrims’ 
path up the mountain to the Hermitage. 
As we went we followed the way of the 
cross with Jesus, using Bible readings, 
prayers and hymns. 

Visiting a place like Assisi allowed us 
to step out of our ordinary life for a few 
days and to have our focus on more 



important things than the next meeting 
in the diary. It was refreshing for mind 
and spirit, because in our everyday life 
we are short on time for deepening our 
faith. 

One extraordinary meeting was with a 
brother from Ireland. He began by 
talking about life as a Franciscan, before 
telling us his own story. He was a highly 
respected lawyer in Ireland, living a life 
with lots of money and success. When 
he made the choice to become a 
brother nobody seemed to understand 
him, not even his closest family. 

Professionally he was a leader, while 
the main thread running through his 
life as a brother would be obedience in 
everything. But here his skills were used 
to serve God instead. We meet people 
like his family who think that a leader is 
the one who takes the lead, who goes in 
front and urges everyone to follow. 
Instead Christian leadership means to 
be a follower. If you want others to clean 
the table you have to do it, and if you 
want others to follow Christ you have to 
do it yourself. 

Translated by the Revd Tony Dickinson. 
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India 

I n Nandyal in southern India, church 
schools provide a step out of poverty 
for some of the country’s poorest 
children — and an example of how to 
care for ‘the whole child’. 

The Bishop of Nandyal, the Rt Revd PJ 
Lawrence, recently visited as part of a 
developing link between the Dioceses of 
Oxford and Nandyal. The link has 
already seen clergy and teachers from 
our diocese visit Nandyal, and a group 
of clergy from Nandyal visit the Oxford 
Diocese. 

The Diocese of Nandyal’s schools are 
traditionally a source of hope for rural 
Dalits, one of India’s most marginalised 
groups. “In Indian society, under the 
caste system, Dalits are outcasts and find 
life extremely difficult. The majority of 
people in rural areas belong to this 
caste. Sometimes they only have one 
meal per day and often depend on work 
in the fields. It’s a very hard life for 
them and their children. 

“The aim of Church schools in India is 
to educate children and encourage 
social integration between castes,” said 
Bishop Lawrence, who was educated at 
an Indian Church primary school 
himself. The work is challenging 
because of a lack of material resources. 
Bishop Lawrence told children at Ascot 
Heath CE School in Berkshire, which he 
visited, that their well-equipped 
classrooms were quite different from 
Nandyal’s. There, classrooms often have 
holes in the ceiling through which 
snakes can slither, putting students at 
risk of venomous bites. 

Talking to students from Waddesdon 
CE Secondary in Buckinghamshire, who 
will visit India as part of their school’s 
global leadership programme, Bishop 
Lawrence also described an 
arrangement between the IMF, the 
World Bank and the Indian Government 
that threatens many of the schools. The 



arrangement will see Government 
funding for teachers’ salaries cut from 
2012. Church schools are on the verge 
of closure, Bishop Lawrence noted. 
Nonetheless, the Diocese of Nandyal is 
seeking ways to continue its work. 

The Rt Revd Alan Wilson, Bishop of 
Buckingham and chairman of the 
Diocesan Board of Education, has visited 
Nandyal. “We were very struck by the 
tremendous courage and dignity of 
families. They are very strong in their 
family commitments. Children will be 
immaculately turned out for school and 
they put a high priority on education 
and learning, which is often taken for 
granted in this country,” he says. 

“Families stick together and have a 
clear sense of faith and courage in very 
challenging circumstances. There’s a 
natural sense of prayer in people’s 
homes. It gives us a sense that we, as 
educators are concerned with body, 
mind and spirit and we don’t realise the 
extent to which we are spiritual 
educators.” 

Bishop Alan added that we are a 
global family and that while we may 



understand Jesus in the context of our 
whole culture, it really does take the 
whole world to know Christ. “By sharing 
with people who are more natural and 
more spiritually in tune with their own 
instincts and less materialistic and 
stronger relationally, it helps us to think 
through what we are doing in a much 
more informed and realistic way.” 

As links flourish, more people are 
getting a chance to learn from each 
other. Bishop Alan mentioned children 
at Chalfont St Peter’s School, who 
enjoyed joint assemblies with pupils 
from Nandyal, via Skype. “It’s an 
example of children having a real-time 
experience with people from a different 
culture. Children from different cultures 
share their experiences very naturally 
with each other.” 

In addition to working in education, 
the Diocese of Nandyal has programmes 
for discipleship and meeting a wide 
range of needs in the community. The 
Diocese of Oxford hopes to learn from 
these, and Bishop Lawrence will be 
talking about them when he comes to 
Living Faith Worldwide. 




Book your place now 



“What’s the role of young people in 
church?” “We know we are called to 
share our faith: but what does that mean 
here and now?” Times are getting tough: 
how can we help people in our 
communities care for each other?” 

At the Living Faith Worldwide 
conference on October 15 at St John’s 
and St Stephen’s Church and St John’s 
Primary School in Readng, we’ll be 
meeting friends from around the globe 
to share our joys and struggles on these 
and other issues. 

We’ll look at how churches in the UK, 
Zambia, India and South Africa are 
responding to their communities’ needs. 
To register, email 

lfwbookings@gmail.com or ring 01235 
850267. Cost is £7/ £2.50 (students). 




Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald IE me it it 

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 

Visit me at 

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 



Writing lour Life Story? 

Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing quality 
illustrated copies for 
family and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 
Contact Sally Gray at 

67 Conway Close, Houghton Regis, Beds 
LU5 5SB 

Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 

E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 




Stained Glass 

BMjgns) 

01494*773712 
David Wasley MA • FMGP 
www, 3rd mil len nium artists. co>uk 



CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS' 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD0911 



MEL ROSE BOOKS 

Established 1969 

SEEKS NEW 
MANUSCRIPTS IN 
ALL SUBJECTS 

For an appraisal contact 
Melrose Books (Ref:TD ) 

StThomas 1 Place, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4GG 

Telephone: 

01353 646608 

Email: info @mel rosebooks.co.uk 




Keys To 

Physical Healing 

Weekend Conference 
September 30th - 2nd October 

Key 3 T 0 PhysicalHealing.com 

Hid Ministries +44 (0)1252 794 060 
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FOOD, FUN fy FELLOWSHIP 

Host a church lunch or dinner party at home 
and raise funds for some of the world's 
poorest communities 



Get FREE resources now at 
www.u spg.org. uk /corned ine 



H Anglicans in 
w World Mission 

unns. 



i:li.i nl y nurnliur ?3-4 F ilS 



Interested 
in historical 
churches? 




Experience an exhilarating 
tour of hidden gems with 

leading expert Roy Tricker. 



Suffolk Churches 

Tuc 2% - Fri 2K October 201 1 

A Gucr.L'sskin nj finds Es aasu twrl among ihiMiiiJct country Lin re .inti meandering 

tcuLiflul piitlii » it SuiTolt, w LiJi-Ll lul 1 dense with medieval ehmehes. lluee i%hlir Jj i u fine 
Lull ktlv uw(h*U UolL-} in liic id) llie loj^Lu! tuwal of AldfLiut yj l 4juj e lpleU’ Lliu p^ku^A 

From per peison 




Historical Churches of North Essex 

Ttte 17 -Fri 20 April 201 2 

On this trip round the northern reaches and picture postcard villages of his humic county, 
JRuy jiUL's in search of lliu very best ui Eaacx'ii SL Marys. An JusLoni limbered Ihlh.'lbLh- 
cmlury hotel Enthrptvtiy market Lmnol fxig^ushall pnivid^ ynar base for the inur. 

From k '375 per person 



For details call 01473 660800 or visit www.arenaLravel.com 



Arena Travel, 

Explorer I louse, 

2 Betts Avenue, 
Mailleshani Heath, 
Ipswich, IP5 3RH 



A^EEKJA 

T R A V E L 




IHUKji fHi A P 






A 



The Tablet is the weekly publication 
where faith and modern culture meet. 
Why not try it for yourself 
for only £43.50(25 issues)? 



Subscribe for £T.70 per issue. Call now on 01795 414855 
(quoting "ref 3773"). Or visit: 



WINTERSHALL 



OF THE 



1 XPOSTLES 

Christ’s word is spread across the world 



Performances in the Holly 
Barn Theatre, Wintershall, 
Thursday 6th 7.30pm, 
Friday 7th 7.30pm 
Saturday 8th 2.30pm and 
7.30pm October 2011 



This lively and thought provoking play explores 
the events following the crucifixion. 

It brings to life the struggle of the apostles tn 
their endeavour to spread Christ’s teaching to 
a turbulent world. You do not need faith in 
Jesus to enjoy and benefit from the play. Each 
performance is about 27z hours with a fifteen 
minute interval. 



Adults £15 Children £7.50 
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The Door post 



Courses, training, conferences & workshops in September 2011. 



The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the next issue is 2 September. 



SATURDAY 3 SEPTEMBER 



SLOUGH: St Laurence Church from 
10.30am - 4pm. Upton Mediaeval 
Fayre. www.saint-laurence.com 

READING: All Saints Church, 
Downshire Square. Mini-market, 
bring-n-buy, tombola, raffle, tea and 
cake stalls from 2.30pm to 4pm (in 
aid of the West Berkshire and 
Reading Alzheimer’s Society 
branches). Free admission. Details 
01189584131. 

UPTON: St Mary’s fete from 2pm in 
the recreation ground. 
Entertainment, band, fun dog show. 
Details 01 235 850486. 

WITNEY: Green Cafe @ The Corn 
Exchange from 9am - 1 pm. Details 
01993 709596. 

WEDNESDAY 7 SEPTEMBER 



ALDWORTH: St Mary’s will be 
serving afternoon teas every 
Wednesday until 14 September 
from 2.30pm to 4.30pm. Groups 
welcome but need to pre-book. Tel: 
01635 578177. 

FRIDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 



SLOUGH: Heritage open 
weekend/Bucks Historic Churches 
Bike and Stride at St Laurence 
Church from 1 2 noon - 4pm plus 
1 0am - 5pm tomorrow and 3pm - 
5pm (church tours) on Sunday. 
www.saint-laurence.com 

SATURDAY 10 SEPTEMBER 



OXFORD: Christ Church Cathedral 
open day from 1 0am. Free 
admission. Evensong at 5pm. 

Details 01 865 276155. 




Lt vS 

If , * * 4+* "V ■ , j V . r_ * ' >• 

Side by Side 
with God 



in Everyday Life 



H| ■ 

titling -Ll'ddfpti i u grow i 



Yvonne Morris 

£**.-*> Jn ’ll* 



Book launch at St Matthew’s Church 
on 20 September 



GROVE: Praise Party with Duggie 
Dug Dug at Grove C of E School, 
North Drive from 6pm - 7.30pm. An 
event for all the family aimed at 
under 1 1 ’s. Cost £2 each. Details 
01235 771322. 



OXFORDSHIRE: Sponsored Ride 
and Stride Day for Oxfordshire 
Historic Churches Trust. Details 
01865 400402. 



GARSINGTON: Flower festival All 
things bright and beautiful’ at St 
Mary’s Church from 1 0am - 4pm 
and 1 1 am - 4pm tomorrow followed 
by Choral Evensong at 5.30pm. 
Details 01 865 361 254. 



SATURDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 



HAMBLEDEN: Concert by the 
Serenata Soloists will play at St 
Mary’s Church at 7.30pm. Cost 
£12. Details 01491 574652. 

OXFORD: The Dream of Gerontius’ 
performed at Christ Church 
Cathedral at 8pm.Tickets from 



www.ticketsoxford.com 

SUNDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 



BINFIELD: St Mark’s Church fete. 
Open air service at 1 1 .30am. Fete 
begins at 1 2.1 5pm - 3pm. 

TUESDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 



OXFORD: Book launch at St 
Matthew’s Church from 6pm - 
8.30pm. Children and families, 
children’s leaders and clergy are all 
welcome to celebrate the launch of 
Yvonne Morris’s book ‘Side by Side 
with God in Everyday Life’. RSVP 
yvonne.morris@oxford.anglican.org 

FRIDAY 23 SEPTEMBER 



FINGEST: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 

MAIDENHEAD: St Luke’s Church 
are holding a flower festival from 
today until 26 September, 
www.stluke 

schurchmaidenhead.org.uk 

SATURDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 



CHALGROVE: Heroes and heroines 
flower festival at St Mary’s Church 
today and tomorrow from 11am- 
5pm. Lunches and teas available. 

WINDSOR: Welsh male voice choir 
concert at Holy Trinity Church from 
7.30pm to 8.30pm (in aid of MS 
Society). Tickets from janbloomer 
@talktalk.net or on the door. 

CHALGROVE: Gardener’s question 
time from 7.30pm - 9.30pm at St 
Mary’s Church. Details 01865 
400402. 



Courses & special events 

'PILGRIMAGE': Saturday 24 September at St Michael 
and All Angels, Park Road, Abingdon 0X14 1 DS from 
1 0am - 4pm. This course is open to anyone interested in 
finding out more about the history and spirituality of 
pilgrimage in all aspects. Cost £1 8 (bring a packed 
lunch). Further details available from sheila.townsend 
@oxford. anglican.org 

WORKING WITH CHILDREN?: 

These sessions will last about an hour and a half and 
begin at 7.30pm on 22 September, 29 September and 6 
October at The Cornerstone, Wokingham. It is for anyone 
who works with children in a local church or school 
(voluntary or paid). It is based on Rebecca Nye’s book 
‘Children ’s Spirituality’. 

Email parishoffice@allsaintswokinghamorg.uk for details 
and bookings. 

TRAINING SEMINAR FOR CHURCH CHILDREN'S 
WORKERS: Saturday 1 0 September form 2pm - 4pm at 
Grove C of E School, North Drive. The seminar will be led 
by Doug Horley considering ‘Worship for 21st Century 



Kids’. Cost £5. Tickets and information from 01 235 
771 322 or email deacon.admin@gfec.org.uk 

MOTHERHOOD AND PRIESTHOOD DAY CONFERENCE: 

Friday 1 6 September at Ripon College, Cuddesdon. Details 
and bookings 01865 874404. 

The following two courses are part of the CMD (Continuing 
Ministerial Development) courses. They will both be held at 
Diocesan Church House from 1 0am - 4pm. To book a place 
please email jeni.hobbs@oxford.anglican.org 

SHAPING CONFIDENT COLLABORATIVE LEADERSHIP: 

Wednesday 21 September at Diocesan Church House 
froml Oam to 4pm. ‘What does it mean to share my ministry 
with others?’ ‘How do I see difference as a positive rather 
than a problem?’. This day will be responsive to questions 
and concerns of the participants. 

PREACHING ON MARK: Saturday 24 September. The 
course will explore several important themes and issues in 
critical scholarship on Mark’s Gospel. 



Services at Christ Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 1 1.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 
Weekdays: 7.15am Morning prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 6pm 
Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

After Eight: Time to reflect, time to pray. Contemporary liturgies for mind and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk 





CALL: 0845 122 6902 aUtOS3Ve 4 

OR VISIT WWW.AUTOSAVE.CO.UK * J-, 



how can I help you?” 



For helpful, friendly, impartial advice, call Autosave, 
your trusted team with over 25 years experience 
selling cars to the Christian community. 



Hassle free car 
buying from 
Autosave 

Prices start from £3,999. 
New, nearly new and used 
Any make, any model 
Great prices, great savings 
Fart exchange welcome 
Finance available 



Children 
need families 

Can we help you build your 
family through adoption? 

about adoption? 

Information Event 

Wednesday 7th September 201 1 
6.30pm to 6.00pm 

Contact 
01908 S72700 
enquiries@5fcs.org.uk 

Venue 

St Francis’ Children's Society 
Golil? House 

MiTwpurt Rti:iil 

Waolsront 
Milton Keynes HKI5 OAA 

St, Francis’ 

CHILDREN’S 
SOCIETY 

www.sfcs.org.uk 



To Advertise 
Call 

01752 225623 



“Hi Autosave. 



Q 

Thinking 








14 



Advertisement Feature 



IheDoor SEPTEMBER 2011 




Holidays at Home 




Come to the Shropshire Hills 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



A warm welcome awaits at our family-run cottages, maintained 



and equipped to a high standard. Beautiful location at Church 
Stretton in Shropshire, easy access to Ludlow, Shrewsbury & 
Ironbridge. Ideal for all the family. 

TEL 01694 722869 for a brochure or visit 

www.botvylefarm.co.uk 



The Fellowship of Med tad on 

We practise and teach Christian . 

contemplative meditation at ^ * HUt 

residential and day courses : J 

at our centre in Dorchester and at j*f - | 

other retreat centres in the U K . a 0 ^^ organisation 

We use meditative sentences to still the mind, to focus our attention 
on God, and to serve as channels through which the power 
of the Spirit can enter our hearts. 

Our members also gather in local groups. For further details please 
contact: 

The Secretary, The Fellowship of M editation 
8 Prince of Wales Road, Dorchester, Dorset DTI 1PW. 

Tel: (01305) 251396 
E: fellowship.meditation@virgin.net 
W: www.fellowshipofmeditation.org 

UK Reg Charity No: 213323 





An elegant house on (he bemifal 
island of Guernsey, with snummg 
views ojHem r Jethou and Sark ' 

For more delink visit our website 
wmvJescotitr.com, or 
tEtephme flWt 727793 



The Highbury Centre, 
London. 

Christian Guest House on 
quiet private road. 

Free on street parking nearby. Reductions 
for full-time Christian workers. 

Tel: 0207 226 2663 

www.thehighburycentre.org 



Insurance 



Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

SUPERB TOP QUALITY ANNUAL, SINGLE TRIP 
AND LONG STAY TRAVEL COVER 

Available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 
Specialist cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays. 

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

WE ARE A SPECIALIST TRAVEL INSURANCE COMPANY, 
HELPING PEOPLE OF ALL AGES, ESPECIALLY THE 
RETIRED AGE GROUP SINCE 1996. 

We are based in the UK and your call will be answered 




by a real person.. .not a machine!!! 

Conditions apply 
Please call for details ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.&A. 



Qj TRAVEL 



Dartmouth 

DtVOM 

Gkanousi \mA across 
Krvn I V ii L from 
.TornhirhhhSr 
L if pLxptt- fftgf 
AjI nuirl l rii L L . 
Turn u t-.T 



GATWICK 

3-4 mins 

GABLE END 

A warm Irish welcome to our 
family run B&B. En-suite rooms 
& full English breakfast. 
Courtesy transport & car parking 

TEL: 01293 783679 

www.gable-end.com 



LYNTON DEVON 



A warm traditional welcome 
welcome awaits you at 

Kingford House 

Silver Award 

Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 
for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com 
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 



Holidays 

Abroad 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265 683 

info@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 



IRELAND 

Greystones 
Co. Wicklow 
Attractive Home for 
Holiday 

All mod cons, near sea. 
Dart Station Shops - 
in Quiet Area 
Reductions for Clergy 
Ring 00353-1-2876805 
0118 9787018 



Lanzarobe 

Plsya Blanca 

Affordable i 
family villa 

Ideal for Family 
Holid^sSt 
LongWinter Breaks 

Td 01454260619 

wwwIarEanjbBdlladiotcDik 



Education for all 




Visit www.sarurn.ac.uk 
Q 1 722 424327 * C 0 ur$£S#$ 3 ru rn.at.uk 



Programmes in 

Theology, Imagination and Culture 
Christian Approaches to Leadership 
Christian Spirituality 
Christian Liturgy 

Ifclivprpd via inlen^vp modules and f|iiidpd> home* 
^tudy. Optional modules opo^i to all. 



VjTddl'jiJ by 



i ULLMlVfcRSITY Of- 

WINCHESTER 



JL 



Sarum 



n r College 



Flexible study for 
certificates, diplomas 
and MA degrees 



To Advertise Call 

01752 225623 



Deciding on any type of education is a tremendously 
important choice. In many cases the subject chosen can have 
repercussions throughout life, forming for many students the 
foundations of a lifetime’s career. 

For a Christian of any age the choice of a theological, secular or 
social subject is likely to be emphasised as it will affect the student’s 
chosen path in the future. 

A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken in deciding what path 
to follow, even when inherent talents seem to make the choice a little 
more obvious. For younger Christians the path may have already 
been discussed when choosing subjects for A’ levels but for many 
older Christians starting a course could well be a part of a change in 
life’s direction. It is worth spending time with family, friends and even 
the Vicar when making these choices. 

As well as full time 
education there are 
also a wide range of 
shorter courses on 
Bible study and 
various forms of 
social care from a 
wide variety of local 
colleges and 
specialist Christian 
organisations. Two 
such opportunities 
are mentioned on this 
page where both 
Sarum College based 
in Salisbury and the 
St Albans Centre for 
Christian Studies are 
offering modules 
which are sure to 
help you develop your 
faith to a higher level. 
Indeed Sarum 
College are offering 
the opportunity for 
you to take your 
studies to MA level. 




St Albans Centre 
For Christian 
Studies 



Our programme includes: 

Study Days - introducing important subjects 
in a matter of hours 

Bite-Sized Courses - spread over 2, 3 or 4 
evenings 

Ten-Week Courses - evening classes covering 
a wide range of topics 

The St Albans Certificate in Theology 

- a 6 module introductory programme of Bible 
Study, Doctrine, Ethics, Christian Practice and 
Church History. 



For more information contact: 

Direct Dial: 01727 890205 
Fax: 01727 850944 
info@christianstudies.org.uk 
www.christianstudies.org.uk 






WYCLIFFE HALL 

3 I - OXFORD - 

Wednesday 2 November 2011 

Open Day A 

Thinking of studying for ministry? 
Want to take up theology? 

Find out about full and part-time courses 

at Wycliffe Hall. 

Meet students, staff and tour the campus. 

Booking is essential online at 
www.wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 

01865 274205 

admissions@wydiffe.ox.ac.uk 
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If it’s laughter you’re after... 



By Jo Duckies 

I ’ll come clean. I read this book for two 
reasons. The first is because I love 
comedy and after skimming the first 
two pages of the review copy that landed 
on my desk, I realised Andy’s amusing 
turn-of-phrase appealed to me. 

The second is that in my spare time I 
enjoy writing stuff that makes people 
laugh. I’m not convinced it would qualify 
as comedy, but I have experienced the 
satisfaction of getting a laugh from an 
audience out of a funny story, and it’s an 
amazing feeling. 

The way Andy tells the tale of his first 
12 months on the comedy circuit, 
starting with his first gig, is highly 
entertaining. I think I related to it 
because, as a journalist, I know a lot 
about relying on the generosity of your 
friends and parents immediately after 
university, until you start to earn a living. 

His honesty is great, although I do feel 
for his friend Steve, who comes off 
rather badly in various parts of the book. 
There’s also real honesty about the 
exhilaration of a good gig, the 
excruciation of some of the bad ones 
and even the points where he was 
questioning whether following his 
childhood dream was a realistic career 
option. 

One highlight was the point, after a 
gig, when a girl comes up to him at the 
bar and says: “Aren’t you a Christian?” 
‘Yes,” he replies, thinking this is a 
chance to talk about his faith until she 




leaves him completely flat by informing 
him she could tell because he clearly 
wasn’t spending much money on his 
clothes. 

Now I have to say that I don’t think 
how much dosh you spend on your 
clothes bears a great deal of relation to a 
Christian faith, that’s a whole other 
debate. But throughout the book, while 
not going overboard, Andy is honest 
about his faith and how it relates to his 
journey. 

Parts of the book feel like a 
confessional as he describes how he 
came to take being a Christian seriously 
after a time of partying hard at 
university. (It’s a familiar, almost cliched 
tale.) At times you can’t help but feel 
that he’s trying to ease his conscience 
with his honesty about past 
misdemeanours. Towards the end this 
does become a little heavy, but this is 
real life, and Andy’s injection of honesty 
and tragedy mixed with Christian hope 
has to be commended. If you love 
comedy and want an easy read that will 
make you smile, and give you a bit of an 
insight into a tough industry, then this 
book is for you. 



Equal but different 



By Amanda Bloor 

I f you’re looking for a solidly academic 
exploration of issues raised by the 
ordination of women, you won’t find it 
here. But if you have been hoping for a 
text about ordained women that doesn’t 
assume detailed knowledge, that doesn’t 
cost too much, and backs up real-life 
examples with discussion of theological, 
historical and Scriptural factors, this 
might be the book that you’ve been 
waiting for. 

Ali Green, an experienced Anglican 
priest currently serving in the Church in 
Wales, writes from a desire to investigate 
how sexual difference affects the way in 
which ordained men and women live 
and minister, and how that minstry 
impacts on others. 

Her central thesis is that cultural 
expectations affect the way in which men 
and women are seen and understood, 
and that while she believes the Church 
needs a ‘priesthood of two equal sexes,’ 
sexual difference (and what she terms 
‘male taken-for-grantedness’) affects the 
way in which individuals understand 
their own identities, underpins 
ministerial formation, shapes our 
language about God, permeates the life 
of faith communities, and is crucial to 
spiritual development. 

Gathering examples from places across 
the world where ordained women and 
men work together, Ali Green gives voice 
to people struggling with issues of 
gender, identity and experience, and 



A Priesthood of Both 

Ali Green 
SPCK: £14.99 




draws theological conclusions from the 
stories she recounts. 

This isn’t a text that presents startling 
new evidence, but I enjoyed the way in 
which a wide variety of commentators 
(from Jim Cotter to French feminist 
philosopher Luce Iragaray) were woven 
into discussion of such matters as the 
curate/ training incumbent relationship, 
female bodiliness, senior leadership, 
clerical dress, and vocation. 

I did find that the repeated shorthand 
‘male T-for-G’ soon began to grate, but 
that’s a small criticism. Green has a 
passionate desire to see the Church and 
its ministers flourish, and this is overall a 
very positive book. At a time when issues 
of authority and gender are still under 
discussion in the Church of England, it 
is timely to be reminded of how fruitful 
good working relationships can be. 
Working together while being aware of 
difference, she believes, is good for men 
and women, enabling us to offer 
ourselves more fully to God’s service. 

That, surely, must be good news for us 
all. 

The Revd Amanda Bloor is Chaplain to 
the Bishop of Oxford. 







SMC 



Solar Panel 
Installation 



The Solar Power Specialists - Connecting with the Power of Nature 

Get FREE Electricity:EARNupto£1800p.a.fromyour Roof 
(South facing is best but East and West work too.) 

* 25 years guaranteed index-linked income from Feed-in-Tariffs (FITs] - 
tax free for homeowners 

* Earn 43.3pence for every unit you produce whether you use it or not. 

* Free electricity - use what you make and save on bills 

* Sell back what you don't use - and generate additional incomp 

* Significantly reduce your carbon footprint and do your 

* Zero running costs and completely silent 

* Typical return on investment 1 1-15% and adds value to your property 



SMC Solaris 3 Christian-run romnanv snnrialisinr* 
and committed... "To strive to saseguaro me integrity oi creation ana sustain 
and renew the earth. " (from Angtscan "Five Marks of Mission" - No. 5 } 

Contact us today for a free quote Tel: 0 1 367 71 8833 
Email: info@smcsolar.co.uk www.smcsolar.co.uk 



REALs 



fcPWKMFD INSVU I J-H 
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TKS 

THE KING'S SCHOOL WITNEY 

An independent, Christian school for 
girls and boys aged 5 - 16 , offering 
a well - balanced curriculum, 
friendly, caring atmosphere, high 
standards of pastoral care and 
excellent academic results. 

Next Open Morning 
Saturday 15 th October 2011 

(vai* WDlGumn Jl other Umas, nlrjv corbel Lri (□ urr.inool 

New rm Kd 
WlTnry, fluon 
03(29 &TA 
h PI 7784*3 
e; tkS&OCC.GrQ.uk 

www.tkswitney.0rg.11k 




Swanbournc House 

PRFPARAT10N FAR TAP R.IRI 1C SCHOOI 5 

LAPS. Co-Education, Boarding, Day and 
Nursery School for 3 to 13 year olds 

IttceriCly awarded Ofstel OiiLlHndin^ for nur 
Bonding Huuse, SwanKiurne Huus^ School 
a II h\ pupils ji Marl. We arc keen to meet 

children! wliu- luve life and whu will Elirivu tliruuyj] 
our family care, activity imd education programme. 

Next Open Morning: 
Saturday 8th October, 201 1 

t'nme and visit; ynu ran hr assured nf a warm 




F-w details please unlatt Mrs C HoForttfay on U125*j V2U2U4 

emeil Oh? V eWEmlvj inviEi org 





Open DAYS 

St Joseph's College Preparatory School 

Tm-sdji 20 ili Si [Hi'i ill iti lull, 4 I j .mb 12 H pin 

Tlmr^d.-n Hit October 201 L 9.\5 ,im- 12:13 pm 
St Joseph's. College 

luMtLay 20rh ScplrmlwT 2l>l 1 . 2:dti pm - 4 LU> pm 
Ihunidav (nh t k-ELit^r 201 1. pm ■ U:lK> pm 

Vi rain j \i,r* .11 ibr Hpn l \it jilr.iv mfl ihr krvi virii ,n 
(11 1 |l 1 OOfl d fr-Ji! JfkrtwvT^i vk 

'Mt Lvk bfwtfd uxuiiyt j^hl 
www.stjoEephiscu 1 1 ee ef c a di n p co.uk 



To Advertise Call 

01752 225623 
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Radley College is an independent 
boarding school for boys aged 1 3 to 
18. 

The Foundation Award at 1 1 +, 

1 3+ and 1 6+ are for boys currently 
in state education with academic 
potential and interest in music, art, 
drama or sport. 

The award provides financial 
support of up to 1 00% of full fees 
for two initial years at preparatory 
school and then for a further five 
years at Radley. M 

Entry is through assessment in 
English and Maths on 3 December 
201 1* Applications close on 1 
November 201 1 . Sanjiple papers are 
on the website. 



Radley 

College 



FOUNDATION 
AWARDS AT 
11+, 13+ AND 16+ 






For details: The Re^strar, 

Radley College, Abingdon OX14 2HR 
Tel: 01235 543174 > V^H 
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The 

OXFORD 

Academy 



The Oxford Academy opens its new ‘doors’ to church schools 



The Oxford Academy, sponsored by The Diocese of Oxford, The Beecroft Trust 
and Oxford Brookes University, recently moved into its state-of-the-art new 
building. Having settled into our exceptional school environment, which includes 
a leadership centre, conference space and extensive sporting facilities, we are 
keen to open our ‘doors’ to other church schools to share our courses, resources 
and outstanding facilities: 



* Middle leadership Development Programme 



* Inspire Programme 



* Partnership with Oasis Academies 



Founded upon strong Christian values, The Oxford Academy is committed to 
building relationships with our church schools. With a view to fostering and 
developing these links we have a special discounted price list for the hiring of 
facilities and use of specific resources. 



To view photographs of the new building and the Academy facilities, take a look at 
our website www.theoxfordacademy.org.uk 



To find out more or to arrange a tour of the Academy, please contact 
David Baron, Finance Director, on david.baron@theoxfordacademy.org.uk 



Up to 1 00% Fee Assistance 



Independent schools have 
not traditionally been the 
exclusive preserve of the 
very wealthy. The Dragon School 
in Oxford, for example, was founded by 
university dons; for many generations 
this preparatory school taught the 



children of academics, teachers and 
clergymen. The school today still has 
pupils from a wide range of 
backgrounds who thrive at this 
outstanding and successful school. The 
real cost of all school fees, however, 
has risen 

substantially in the last five years 

alone. Significant numbers of 
parents who would have 
made this choice in former 
times cannot do so today. 



(Ca breadth of 
academic, cultural and 
sporting education that 
otherwise would not 
have been possible if 

Parent of Dragon bursary pupil 

DRAGON FOUNDATION FEE ASSISTANCE 

Up to IDQ9£ Bursaries. Year 4 entry 

Up to SQ% Ability Awards, Tear 4 to 7 entry 

Boarding & Day places 

ENQUIRE NOW FOR SEPTEMBER 2Gl2 



I: 01865 315405 
E: enquiries'S'draga nscliool.org 

www.dragonsctioot.org 



Many schools, including the 
Dragon, now offer financial 
assistance to help with fees 
in the form of means-tested 
bursaries and awards based 
on ability. At the Dragon, 
needs-based bursaries can 
cover all or a substantial 
portion of the fees for 
boarding or day places. 
Awards of up to half the fees 
are also made to candidates 
chosen on the basis of 
significant promise in their 
academic, sporting or cultural 
abilities. Neither of these 
types of grant has to be 
repaid. 

Find out more about 
these exceptional 
educational opportunities 
on www.dragonschool.org 
and apply now for places in 



* £33m stare-oF-the art building with extensive 
spurting, business and leisure facilities 



DIOCESE OF 

OXFORD 



Tnrfri f r: n m 



T>i]frrY) 



OXFORD 

BROOKES 

UNIVERSITY 




THE CHOIR OF 
MAGDALEN COLLEGE, 
OXFORD 





A chorister at Magdalen College, Oxford 
enjoys a world class musical education 
along side a generous scholarship to 
Magdalen College School. 



The Informator Choristarum, Daniel Hyde, 
is always pleased to receive enquiries about 
membership of the choir. 

Parents of boys ages 7, 8 or 9 are encouraged to contact 
Jacky Barratt by email : choir@magd.ox.ac.uk, 
by phone: 01865 286701 or by post at Magdalen 
College, Oxford 0X1 4AU to arrange an audition or 
find out further information about becoming a chorister 





Hie Abbey School 





The independent day school in Reading for girls aged B--18 



Experience the buzz of The Abbey 

Come to an open day where our girls will 
show you around and tell you why they love 
their school. 



• Junior School 

Friday 30 September, 9.15 - 11.00 am 

* Senior School 

Tuesday 27 September, 530 - 830 pm 

For enquiries or to arrange an Individual tour contact the Registrar, 
Jackie Miles, on 01 I S 937 2256 or email registrar^th eabbey.co.uk 

www.t hea bbey.co.u k 







18 



Advertisement Feature 



IheDoor SEPTEMBER 201 1 



AGE UK act 
to protect 
the future 
of cheques 

Age UK has written to the UK’s 
major banks and building societies 
asking them to set out the steps 
they are taking to ensure that 
cheques continue to be widely 
accepted and easily available. 

The move comes amid mounting concern 
that cheques are still in jeopardy despite 
the Payments Council announcement in 
July that they will remain as long as needed. 

Since that announcement, banks and 
building societies have remained silent on 
what they will do to bolster confidence in 
cheques after they abolished the guarantee 
card in June. 

Age UK has received growing numbers 
of complaints from the public about 
retailers refusing to accept cheques. 

Age UK’s Charity Director, Michelle 
Mitchell said: ‘Confidence in cheques was 
seriously undermined when the guarantee 
card was abolished. We need to know 
there are definite plans in place to restore 
trust in them. 

‘Otherwise, cheques will simply be 
allowed to wither away and their demise 
will be blamed on lack of demand. 

‘Cheques are too important to many 
older people to just fade away, particularly 
as the banks and building societies have 
not come up with an alternative payment 
system which is safe and accessible and 
allows people to maintain their financial 
independence.’ 

Nearly three out of four people over 65 
have used a cheque in the last 1 2 months. 
That figure is 60 per cent for the rest of the 
public. 

Research shows that without cheques, 
many older people would be forced to keep 
sizeable quantities of cash at home to pay 
their bills or have to divulge their PIN to 
others in order to access their own money, 
making them more vulnerable to theft or 
financial abuse. 



keychangeTcmarity 



■Vk, 

CHRISTIAN CARE HOMES 

We care for you 74 - 7 ; at I he 
following locations: Gloucester 

Plymouth, Sid mouth, Torquay, 
Tunbridge Wells, Southampton, 
Walfcasey and Wimbledon 

Pleas? visit our website: 
www. keyrha n rp . org . t j k 
email; i nf a# kevcb j nae . ore. u k 
lei; 0207 633 0633 

register^ charity nes. 1061344 

i imip.iriy nos * 51 / [t n^l. irai I |i 




NHS and local government leaders team up 
with Age UK to improve dignity and care for 
older people in hospitals and care homes 



The health and social care sector must take 
responsibility for improving patient care, 
according to the NHS Confederation, Local 
Government Group (LG Group) and Age UK 
who are joining forces to establish a 
commission on improving dignity in care 
provided to older patients in hospitals and care 
homes. 

The commission is part of a new initiative 
from the three organisations called the 
Partnership on Dignity in Care which was 
launched at Age UK’s Improving Essential 
Care event in July. 

The commission will be jointly chaired by 
NHS Confederation Chair Sir Keith Pearson, 
Chair of Age UK Dianne Jeffrey, and Chair of 
the LG Group's Community Wellbeing Board 
Councillor David Rogers. It will involve senior 
leaders from across health and social care 
coming together to take evidence from the full 
range of relevant groups - from specialist 
clinicians and healthcare leaders to patient 
advocacy groups - to get to the root of what 
needs to happen to improve care. 

The commission has been established in 
light of a series of reports on dignity and 
compassion in care ranging from the Mid 
Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust inquiry to 
the Health Ombudsman’s report on patient 
complaints. 

The NHS Confederation, the LG Group and 
Age UK will use the commission to understand 
the aspirations of older people and their 
families for dignity and care, to establish what 
really works to improve care, to identify good 
practice examples from across health and 
social care, and to drive change and 
improvements to the dignity and care provided 
to older people in hospital and residential 
settings. 

It will gather information through a call for 
written evidence and up to three oral evidence 
sessions, which will hear from nurses, doctors, 
patient representatives and leaders across the 
health and social care sectors. 

NHS Confederation chairman Sir Keith 
Pearson said: 'We have seen too many reports 
highlighting unacceptable levels of care in 
health and social care. It should not be an 
option for any part of the service to provide 
anything but the highest standards of dignity 
and care to its patients. Getting it right for 
every patient, every time is a big challenge, but 
it can be done. 

Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of 
Noble Poverty 

‘‘England’s Oldest Almshouse” 

Vacancies for Brothers 

The Hospital, founded in 1132 
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently 
has vacancies and applications 
are welcomed. 

A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south ofWinchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which he 
furnishes himself. 

Further information and an application form are 
obtainable from: 

Piers Armstrong, Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, S023 9SD 
Tel: 01 962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk 
www.stcrosshospital.co.uk 
Registered Charity No. 20275 1 



'Regulation has a critical role to play in 
shining a spotlight on minimum standards, but 
it cannot deliver the more comprehensive 
cultural and organisational change that may be 
necessary. This is an industry problem and the 
industry must own it. 

'This commission will hear evidence from 
across the system. We want a warts and all 
picture of where care is going wrong and how 
we can put it right. Some of the evidence 
sessions may be uncomfortable listening for 
those of us who lead the health and social care 
system. But it is only through an honest look at 
the issues that we can come up with the right 
solutions that will work on the ground. 

'The NHS constitution says that the health 
service touches our lives when care and 
compassion are what matter most, and this is 



undoubtedly true when providing care for older 
people and support for their families. 
I welcome the opportunity to work with the LG 
Group and Age UK to make sure that the 
values outlined in the NHS constitution 
become a reality for all older people when they 
access care.' 

Dianne Jeffrey, chair of Age UK, said: 'We 
hear all too often about the appalling care of 
older people in hospitals and care homes but 
horrifying headlines alone do not change 
practice. This commission aims to build 
understanding of why and how older people’s 
essential care is going wrong and to set out 
practical solutions for getting it right in the 
future.' 

The commission hopes to report its findings 
in Spring 201 2. 









The Home of Devenish 

Weymouth Dorset 



Registered Charity No. 202400 



There are 23 Bungalows and 2 
flats available to widows of 
clergymen of the Church of 
England or widows of officers 
of the armed services 
(excluding Territorial Army and 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve) 
providing they are members of 
the Church of England. 



For further information or an application form please contact: 



Mrs J Kemmis-Betty, The Home of Devenish, 
Manor Coach House, Stottingway Street, 
Weymouth, Dorset DT3 5QA 

Telephone: 01305 813895 

w ww.de venishhomes .or g 



Each property has 2 bedrooms, 
is unfurnished, occupied rent 
free and is centrally heated, 
decorated and maintained free 
of charge. Council tax is also 
paid by the Charity. They are 
not warden controlled. 
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Comment 

by Andrew Proud 

Reshaping language 



I t’s only three months since we 
came back after nine demanding, 
challenging and happy years in 
Ethiopia, as USPG Mission 
partners. In Addis Ababa, we lived in a 
small, tin-roofed bungalow, surrounded 
by smaller, one-room, tin-roofed shacks, 
each home for as many as ten people. 

Ethiopians are a proud, gentle, 
respectful people and Eve come to 
realise that the world’s poor are not 
always looking for handouts, but long 
for the opportunity to earn money to 
feed their families and to develop their 
countries. Everyone you met in Ethiopia 
had a living faith, whether Christian 
(the majority) or Muslim. All the 
Christians we met, were delighted to 
talk about their faith. Britain, by 
contrast, seems more secular now than 
when we left and I think it is harder for 
us to speak about our faith here. 

In Addis Ababa we opened two 
community libraries. We hit upon the 
idea only after misreading our 
neighbourhood, badly. We were 
running a programme for 500 Sudanese 
refugees, every week, on our church 
compound. As they were leaving they 
were being stoned by our neighbours. 
We realised that our neighbours, unlike 
refugees, did not have access to 
remittances from abroad and were 
significantly poorer. We had to do 
something, and the libraries were born. 
We need to take time to read, listen to 
and really understand our 
neighbourhoods. 

I am struck by the fact that our 
beautiful English language relies so 
much on nouns. We love to name, 
categorise, define, shape and limit our 
environment and this has doubtless 
contributed greatly to our success as a 
nation. But I wonder if this might not 
be serving the Church so well today? 

In Ethiopia, Amharic, the official 
language, gives verbs precedence over 
nouns, with the result that relationships 
are more important than things. When 
they speak about the Church, they do 
so as a series of relationships: 
relationship with God, our relationships 
with each other and our relationship 
with the world. 

We, on the other hand, tend to talk 
about it as an agglomeration of things - 
nave, altar, silver, safe, sound system. We 
might well be limited by the way our 
language works, but wouldn’t it be 
amazing if relationship were to replace 
our obsession with things in our 
understanding of what it means to be 
the Church together? 

The Rt Revd Andrew Proud is Bishop of 
Reading. 



Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 

“Indeed, the time is coming when anyone who 
kills you will suppose that he is serving God A 
John 16, vs 2. 

O n 11 September 2001, ten years 
ago this month, Islamic terrorists 
hijacked three planes in the USA. 
Two of them were flown - complete with 
their passengers - as deadly weapons into 
the Twin Towers at the heart of New 
York’s business area. 

The other was intended to crash in a 
similar way into the Pentagon, the 
centre of America’s military 
management. However, in an act of 
astonishing bravery, the passengers 
overpowered the hijackers and the 
plane crashed harmlessly in open land, 
though everyone on board was killed. 
Thus ‘9/11’ - the unfamiliar American 
way of recording 1 1 September - 
entered into the history books. Seldom, 
even in a generation accustomed to 
terrorism and violence, has there been 
anything to equal the horror which 
these attacks evoked. Thousands of 
innocent people - Christians, Jews, 
Muslims, Hindus, atheists - perished 
instantly in the blazing inferno of their 
office buildings. 

The attacks themselves were shocking, 
of course, but they seemed to be made 
worse by the fact that they were 
committed by suicidal fanatics who 
claimed that they were doing what God 
wanted them to do. In the words of 
Jesus above, they truly thought that by 
killing thousands of people they were 
‘serving God’. 



If they followed the practice of other 
Islamic terrorists, their last words as 
they crashed their planes would have 
been a cry of ‘Allah is great!’ Such 
fanatical attachment to a religious cause 
is, of course, by no means unique to 
Islam. Christian history is stained with 
the blood of those who have been 
hanged, crushed or burnt at the stake 
by those who thought that by doing so 
they were ‘serving God’. 

Deep religious conviction has always 
been susceptible to distortion into 
fanaticism. On the solemn anniversary 
of 9/11 we can all pray for the grace to 
recognise when we are in danger of 
crossing that line. There is, however, as 
always in these commemorations, a 
redeeming element. The passengers on 
the third plane were given the 
opportunity, before the inevitable fate 
that awaited them, to use their mobile 
phones to send a last message. This they 
did, and many of them have been made 
public by their families. Not one that I 
have seen wasted precious time 
consigning the hijackers to rot in hell, 
or expressed fear or horror at what lay 
ahead. All of their messages were 
messages of love: “I love you, honey”, 
“Kiss the kids for me”, “Johnny, look 
after your mom”. 

Right at the heart of evil and violence, 
we had yet another testimony to the 
truth that love always wins. It is the true 
story of redemption, the message of a 
cross and an empty tomb. In St Paul‘s 
words, even when faith and hope pass 
away, “love never ends.” 

The Revd Canon David Winter is a retired priest 
and a former Head of Religious Broadcasting at 
the BBC. You can read some of his other articles 
and braodcast scripts on his website: 
www. davidwinter-author. co. uk 
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Audio version 



Sight impaired 
people can now 
get a free audio 
version of 
The Door by 
contacting 
Graham 

Winterbourne on 

01884 840285 



Comings and Goings - 

The Revd John Connell has resigned as 
Priest in Charge at Wokingham St Paul 
with St Nicholas; The Revd Mike Wynter 
will retire as Assistant Curate at Hazlemere; 
The Revd Canon Dr Mike Butterworth 
has retired as Assistant Curate at 
Broughton; The Revd David Williams will 
take up post as Priest in Charge at Great 
Coxwell with Buscot, Coleshill and Eaton 
Hastings; The Revd Mark Bennet will take 
up post as Team Rector of Thatcham Team; 
The Revd Dr Jonathan Mobey will take up 
post as Rector of Harwell with Chilton; The 



LETTERS 



What could be better? 

Thank you so much for my Pocket Prayers 
for Pilgrims prize from May’s edition of The 
Door. 

It was one thing I was so disappointed 
not to find at the recent Christian 
Resources Exhibition. I rarely win anything 
so am highly delighted, and to see my 
name in print too - what could be better? 

I am rather a big fan of Bishop John so 
his little book will be very much used and 
cherished. 

Vicky Clayton, Slough, Berkshire . 



Contact details please 

I don't read the Door that often but when I 
do pick up a copy it is usually to check the 
precise name of a Bishop or Archdeacon, 
to find an address (including email 
address) or a telephone number at 
Diocesan Church House. 

From their absence of mention in the 
Door now it appears we no longer have 
any bishops or officers. 

I needed this info recently and duly 
looked in the July/August edition of the 
Door - but where is the list of officials? 

Not even the email addresses. It all used 
to be there. 

I use email all the time but hate using 
the internet for searching when other 
sources are more obvious. Out in the 
sticks where I live speeds are very slow 
and I never ask the right questions (and 
you can be sure I'd find getting the info I 
need from the Diocesan website a 
problem). 

But what about the many who don't 
have the internet? Its all very well pushing 
the internet, so do bankers and the 
Government, and the net effect is to make 
them less accessible to real 
communication. Please don't leave the 
impression the Church is going down this 
same Gadarene road. I hope the 
addresses etc are reinstated. 

Rob Soames, Childrey, 

Oxfordshire - 

A hard copy of the Diocesan Directory 
can be ordered by calling 01865 
208200 - Editor 

Competition winners 

THE winners of the July/August the Door 
competition were GR Knight, of Iver 
Heath, Buckinghamshire, Colin Dutton, of 
Slough, Berkshire and Mrs Y Herbert, of 
Newbury, Berkshire. They each won a 
copy of Ann Perrson’s Time For 
Reflection. 

LIVING Bqgt 

J 

Revd Nicky Pledger will take up post as 
Vicar of Hitcham; The Revd David Salter 
will take up post as Team Vicar of Chipping 
Norton Team; The Revd Jane Manley will 
take up post as Curate in Training at 
Crowthorne, Sonning; The Revd Liz 
Simpson will take up post as Rector of 
West Buckingham. The Revd Michael 
Forrer has been given permission to 
officiate. We recall with sadness the 
deaths of: Revd John Allen; Canon Roger 
Tagent; Revd Gerald Hegarty; Revd Robert 
Peake; Revd Ralph Russell. 
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God in the life of... 



Mike Hartley tells Jo 
Duckies about his faith and 
how he left teaching to return 
to Oxfordshire and run the 
pig unit on his family’s farm. 



"^^ou’ve got to like them 
W / to look after them,” 

says Mike, a cheerful 
man who offers me 
coffee and a cheese 
butty as we chat in the kitchen of his 
traditional farm house in Milton-Under- 
Wychwood. He’s talking about the 1,200 
pigs that he clearly enjoys working with. 

Mike’s day starts at a very civilised 
7.30am, although the combine 
harvesting doesn’t start until 10am, 
when the dew has dried, and can go on 
until late in the evening. He runs the 
farm with his brother and his nephew, 
both Richards. They are the fourth 
generation of Richard Hartley to be 
involved with the family farm. The first 
moved there in 1890 and Mike’s grand- 
father took on the current farm in 1916. 

“My father was in the RAF during the 
Second World War and in 1946 he had 
this phone call from my granny. She was 
really worried because my grandfather 
was about to buy Manor Farm from 
Brasenose College and didn’t think he’d 
cope unless my father came back to help 
run it,” says Mike. 

Mike’s faith journey began at primary 
school in Bloxham, and continued at 
secondary school in Banbury. “We had a 
very good chaplain there, who even 
inspired teenage boys with the Christian 
faith. I got confirmed but then I went to 
university, to St Chad’s College, Durham. 
It was a theological college but only half 
of the students were planning to be 
ordained and the other half of us 
reacted against it in some ways. When I 
came back to the farm, got married and 
had children I started thinking about 




what life is about, started going to 
church again and it reawakened my 
faith.” Mike did a general arts degree 
and a PGCE and met his wife Anne, at 
university. “I taught for a bit, but decided 
it wasn’t for me. At that time the pig man 
here left so there was a slot for me and I 
came back,” he says. That was 35 years 
ago and Mike, who is also a church 
warden at St Simon and St Jude’s in 
Milton-Under-Wychwood, is glad they 
have now hired another experienced, 
hard working pig man, Steve Collings, 
which means he gets every other 
weekend off. His day-to-day work involves 
looking after the pigs and operating 
corn drying machinery at harvest time. 



“I’ve talked to farmers who say they 
find volunteering tricky as they have 
animals to feed, but if you want to do it, 
you’ll fit it in somehow,” he says. 

The high price of pig feed, the result 
of the high price of corn, is currently a 
challenge for farmers. “We desperately 
need the price of our finished product 
to go up to compensate. Supermarkets 
have been reasonable in saying they will 
mainly stock fresh, British meat but they 
will still manage to bring foreign meat 
in, meat that’s not raised to our stricter 
welfare rules. There’s a lot of pressure as 
far as the price goes and more and more 
legislation about what we can and can’t 
do,” says Mike. “A good thing is the 



increase in people who want to buy 
locally. It means we keep the price of 
our turkeys steady - it doesn’t go up or 
down and people accept it.” 

I got the chance to ride in the cab of 
the super-modern combine harvester 
that collects the corn that ends up in 
products like mayonnaise, margarine 
and vegetable oil. Mike says there is a 
deficit of edible oils in the UK so it is a 
valuable crop for the country. They also 
grow wheat and barley, (some of which 
they use in their home produced pig 
feed) and also beans. 

So how does Mike link his faith to 
farming? “Faith relates to your whole 
life whatever you do. What you believe 
affects how you behave and how you live 
your life. I hope it gives me a more 
optimistic and joyful approach to what I 
do. We sang Lord of Hopefulness, Lord of 
Joy on Sunday. If you can keep that in 
mind it should help you, but it’s not 
always easy.” Mike works with his family 
on the farm and is happily married with 
two grown up children, but says isolation 
can be a problem for many farmers. 
“Some are entirely alone and problems 
are harder if there’s no one to talk to. 
When you have family around you, if a 
problem arises you talk about it and it 
suddenly doesn’t seem as bad as if you’d 
been stewing it over by yourself.” 

He admits that, however hard farmers 
work, they are still at the mercy of the 
climate. “Two years ago we were set for a 
bumper harvest but the weather was so 
bad at harvest time we ended up with a 
much reduced yield of very poor quality 
grain. You have to accept that there’s 
nothing you can do about it and you just 
have to get on with it. Most people can 
control the factors involved in what they 
produce but we are more at risk to 
forces beyond our control.” 

Mike is married to Anne, who is associate 
clergy in the Shipton-Under-Wychwood 
with Milton-Under-Wychwood benefice. 

The couple have two children, Sarah, 31 
and David, 29. 



Spotlight on Education - 
See pages 
14, 16 and 17 




TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEM AKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1 HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
•Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 
• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 




Customer friendly 
design & print 

For all your business needs 

• Business Stationery • Brochures 
• Leaflets • Websites 

Fora competitive quote and 
great customer service 

Tel: 01752 225623 

service@cornerstonevision.com 
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PBS 

PrayerBook 

Society 



We exist to promote the 
Book of Common Prayer 
Why not join us? 

www.pb 5 . 0 rg.uk 

Tel: 01 189 842582 
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To Advertise Call 

01752 225623 



Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.u 

By appointment only I mk 










